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Welcome to the summer edition of the Circuit News.  Details of farewell and welcome 
services can be found below as well as other news.  Rev Rob Hilton’s message comes in 
2 parts with other information in between and the message from the President and Vice 
President he refers to can be found at the end. 
 
ROB 1 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The joke ‘how many Methodists does it take to change a lightbulb?’ is rather tired, but 
thankfully losing its relevance. (The answer - an exclaimed CHANGE???!!!). It was Justin 
Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, who said over three years ago now, “The pace of 
change has never been this fast, yet it will never be this slow again.”. I remember the first 
time I saw something I owned in a museum as an exhibit of history! (It was a Nintendo 
Gameboy, first made the year I was married, 1989). I have lived through seeing most 
things that used to be on ‘Tomorrow’s World’ becoming reality. And through the pandemic, 
especially with Zoom and the disproportionate affect of the pandemic on poverty, hunger, 
and inequality, I’ve seen a lot of the ‘future’ truths imagined in science fiction novels and 
films I’ve enjoyed become reality too. The best and most prophetic is Wall-e. 
 
Jesus was crucified because he wanted to see things change, John Wesley struggled with 
change and had to be told by his colleague George Whitfield that preaching in the open air 
was acceptable, and he had to be told by his mother that lay people could be called by 
God to preach! 
 
At the end of June this year the Methodist Church has changed again - we can now let 
people of the same sex marry in our churches (if the local church council wants to). This is 
the result of an over 28 year pilgrimage of understanding. Pilgrimages change us, as it’s 
not the arriving, it’s the journey that is important. One of the ways Methodism has changed 
over that long journey is that we have learnt a lot about disagreeing with each other while 
remaining in fellowship together, we have learnt to repent for damage and hurt caused, 
however unintentionally, we have learnt to listen to each other with grace and tears, and 
we have rediscovered our passion for Justice, Dignity and Solidarity. We are an inclusive 
church to which all are welcome, we will no longer tolerate bullying of any sort, 
homophobia or racism. In fact we all must call out such injustices and see God’s Kingdom 
coming in our midst. 
 
So as I head off for a holiday over the summer, and the changes in our circuit personnel 
that are a part of our lifeblood, I leave with you a challenge - to embrace the changes that 
God is calling us to. In Israel in both Exile and Exodus, in the Bible’s stories, God’s people 
changed and learnt, those who embraced the changes God was calling them to become 
the remnant, the ‘stump of Jesse’, the rootstock from which new fruit was to grow. In the 
desert both John the Baptist and Jesus became so close to God that they focussed their 
vocations, and came out with their message of justice, liberation, and a call to rediscover 
the love of God. 
 
The most important question facing us at the moment is where is God in our midst, and 
what are we being called to? The answer will inevitably lead to change, and force life 
through changing times. One of my favourite quotes is from John Henry Newman, a man 
who experienced an evangelical conversion in his teens, led an Anglican movement  
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amongst the poorest in our society, and ended up a Cardinal in the Roman Catholic 
Church, he said “to live is to change, to be perfect is to have changed often”. 
 
I hope you have a good summer, 
Godbless, 
Rob. 
 
 
PS, I attach a letter from the President of our Conference following the ‘God in Love Unites 
Us’ report being accepted. If you haven’t heard it read in church yet, do please read and 
prayerfully reflect. 
 

Cheshire South Methodist Circuit  

Leaving Weekend for Revd Den Harding  

All are welcome to both events  

Saturday 24th July between 3—5pm  

Afternoon Tea with Friends 
at Oblate Retreat Centre, Wistaston  

(opposite Joey the Swan) on the front lawn		
Please bring your own chairs and soft drinks  

(there is a large car park next to the garden)  

Sunday 25th July at 3pm  

Farewell Service led by  

Revd H Stubbs and Revd C Lorimer at Shavington Methodist Church  

(this will be held at an outdoor venue if COVID regulations require it)  

A leaving gift for Rev Den is being organised by 
Mrs Susan Smith (Rope Green Mission Area Advocate—01270 663236) and will be 
presented in the Farewell Service on the Sunday afternoon  

(*please no glass containers in Oblate Centre garden —thank you)  
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ROB 2 
 
I want to tell you the story of Tim. It’s a gospel story, and I’m sure the love of God, the 
purposes of God, and the challenges of God come through the story. 
 
I first heard about Tim when, in the church I was minister of, someone said there was a 
guy who had been pitching his tent behind the church. His tent wasn’t very good any more 
and when it rained his sleeping bag got wet. So, could he use an empty room in church to 
dry it out? ‘Of course, Why ask me? But I’m sure that wasn’t a problem.' This was a fairly 
large church, in the middle of a small town, it had a cafe and was used to being open 
throughout the week for folks to drop in for coffee or to pray. It meant we were used to 
being vigilant to members of the public coming in. 
 
We all soon got to know Tim, he used to stand outside a shop opposite the church selling 
the Big Issue. Many of us decided that one way we could help Tim was to buy the 
magazine, and so we started to, and to read it - articles about poverty, injustice, and 
government policy that affected some of the most disadvantaged members of our society; 
yet the magazine also had amazing stories of lives transformed by human care and love - 
it soon became evident to me that this magazine was the voice of a community of people 
who faced many challenges in life, and yet, together, they were overcoming them, helping 
each other, and keeping in touch. 
 
Tim used to come over into the church cafe for a coffee - he always paid for it, and never 
asked for anything free. Sometimes after a coffee he’d just sit until his feet had thawed out, 
and he felt warm enough inside to go and stand in the cold again to sell his magazines. 
 
We never put any pressure on Tim but he used to sell his magazine on a Sunday, and so 
would come into church on a Sunday morning, after the services for a coffee, the cafe was 
shut, but the congregation were having coffee before and after worship. Tim got to know 
us, and many of us got to know Tim - he was a real gentleman, with a life full of stories that 
were interesting, nay, fascinating! One lady that Tim got to know particularly well was a 
Jewish woman who came to our church, she was quite feisty and very friendly, the two of 
them used to sit right on the back row of the church services sometimes and talk together 
about religion and faith from their perspective. 
 
Without noticing the subtle changes the two of them became integral members of the 
congregation, as well as the church community throughout the week in the cafe. As 
conversations deepened and relationships developed, Tim joined in more conversations 
about faith, and said he’d never been baptised - neither had his Jewish friend. He asked if 
it would be possible, and so I talked to him about it. But with a glint in his eye he said he 
didn’t want to be baptised in a service behind closed doors in a little church font, he 
wanted to take the congregation down to the local river (where there was a safe bathing 
beach, often used by families in the summer) and be fully immersed by baptism there. It 
was arranged. As I stood waist deep in the river, and Tim was lowered fully under the 
surface, I pronounced the words of baptism in the name of the father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
nice and loudly. There were crowds on the bridge and the opposite bank watching, as well 
as our own congregation on the beach supporting and worshipping. One of the church 
members who had particularly befriended Tim became his godfather, as did his unbaptised 
Jewish friend (I wasn’t going to argue - both these people had guided and accompanied 
Tim into faith!). 
 



 
 

Circuit News – Summer 2021 
 Issue 236 distributed 13.7.2021 

 
 When the church went on a pilgrimage to Iona, Tim went with them, 

paid for by the church the first time. It marked the moment in his life when he’d had the 
strength of character to take himself off methadone. Speaking of his faith, this is what he 
said:  
 
I had to find my own way. It's like doing detox. You can tailor do it when you want to. 
Now I say that I’m a reforming addict. I'm not reformed. No ono ever is. People who 
have used drugs will always miss it, and if they say they don't miss it they are either still 
dabbling or they are lying. The temptation is always there. The highs — that's something 
you can't replace. 
 
Tim was featured in his own magazine once, and in his story he told of his violent  
childhood, diagnosis of bipolar, and time in prison. He ended up homeless, and that’s 
how he came to sell the Big issue. Tim found a flat, enjoyed reading westerns and 
Chinese philosophy, got help with various health issues, and became a member of a 
church congregation where he loved as much as he had been loved. He continued 
selling the Big Issue, paying for his own coffee, and his smile was infectious. 
 
Sadly I heard recently that Tim had died. His life was greatly celebrated, and he will be 
very fondly remembered. As well, of course, as the rejoicing in Heaven at his arrival! 
 
This was his message to the people who bought his magazine:  
 
Thank you for buying the magazine or just stopping to talk to me, which I'm grateful for 
because it enriches my own perspective on life, even if I don't agree with them. It's good to 
see other perspectives and everyone has a right to their views and a right to express them. 
 
Here’s a few questions to think about. Why not take them to a small group meeting for 
conversation? 
 
1) What would have been your reaction at various times in the story if you’d been 
involved?  
 
2) Would your reaction have taken the story in a different direction? 
 
3) This is in many ways a dramatic story, but what are some of the ‘ordinary’ things in the 
story that we can learn from? 
 
4) What do you hear God saying to you thorough the story? 
 
5) Which Bible stories come to mind as you read Tim’s story? 
 
6) Have you ever bought and read a copy of the Big Issue? 
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Cheshire South Methodist Circuit  

Leaving Service for Revd Rob Weir  

Sunday 18th July at 6:30pm  

Farewell Service led by  

Revd Rob Hilton at St. Johns, Whitchurch  

All are welcome 
(Parking available on Iceland)  

 

Cheshire South Methodist Circuit  

Welcome Service for Revd Sarah Butcher & Revd 
Donna-Marie Broadbent-Kelly 

Sunday 5th September at 5pm 

Location to be confirmed at time of printing 

 

 

 
 

Please forward information to be put into the next Circuit Newsletter to Daniel 
Keen, 1108info.cheshiresouth@gmail.com or phone 07598 580541 by 

Wednesday 28th July – Thank you 
 


