
Dear Friends, 

This is me on a Friday, pulling together thoughts, pictures, 
thought provoking and fun items, and heading for weigh in 
and a quiz online with friends on a Friday evening. I’m al-
most back to my pre Christmas weight, and then I’ll only 
have half a stone to go before I’m at the top end of a healthy 
BMI range.  

I make no apology for the political edge to what’s written, 
Jesus wasn’t neutral or impartial, he was on the side of the 
oppressed. Also, as a local preacher once said, one of the 
best and most respected I have known, ‘If you’re not laugh-
ing as much as you’re praying you’re not doing either of 
them right’! 

Harriet’s doing a great job sending out to choir members 
every week a few hymns to keep us singing and the first one 
this week fits what I was just saying! 

I, the Lord of Sea and sky, StF 663  
 https://youtu.be/mgLwH5RdtPk 

1. I, The Lord Of Sea And Sky, 
I Have Heard My People Cry. 
All Who Dwell In Dark And Sin, 
My Hand Will Save. 
I Who Made The Stars Of Night, 
I Will Make Their Darkness Bright. 
Who Will Bear My Light To Them? 
Whom Shall I Send? 

Here I Am Lord, Is It I, Lord? 
I Have Heard You Calling In The Night. 
I Will Go Lord, If You Lead Me. 
I Will Hold Your People In My Heart. 
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2. I, The Lord Of Snow And Rain, 
I Have Borne My People’s Pain. 
I Have Wept For Love Of Them,  
They Turn Away. 
I Will Break Their Hearts Of Stone, 
Give Them Hearts For Love Alone. 
I Will Speak My Word To Them 
Whom Shall I Send? 

Here I Am Lord, …… 

3. I, The Lord Of Wind And Flame 
I Will Tend The Poor And Lame. 
I Will Set A Feast For Them, 
My Hand Will Save 
Finest Bread I Will Provide, 
Till Their Hearts Be Satisfied. 
I Will Give My Life To Them, 
Whom Shall I Send? 

Here I Am Lord, ……

Details of Sunday Afternoon Zoom 
Worship this week on the back page - 

God the Shepherd

https://youtu.be/mgLwH5RdtPk


My message to the Circuit, as Superintendent this 
month continues the analogy of gardening from 
our Circuit vision document: to I speak of one 
part of our circuit garden in particular - Crewe. 
The third minister we will be saying goodbye to 
this year is, of course, Rev Jennifer Matthews (I 
wrote of saying goodbye to the Rev’s Den Harding 
and Rob Weir a month ago). Jennifer has held two 
appointments in our circuit, and, having begun 
her ministry here, moves on in August, following 
her sabbatical from May. We will be holding a cel-
ebration and farewell service for Jennifer on Sun-
day afternoon 25th April - watch this space for 
further details. 

The Circuit Leadership Team took the brave de-
cision to allow Crewe to be a fallow part of the 
garden for a couple of years while we look care-
fully at the soil there and its needs. This is no cri-
ticism of the existing plants there, but a chance 

to stand back and ask a really important and diffi-
cult question - What does the future of Methodist 
Mission in Crewe look like? Only when we have 
started to get to grips with that question can we 
look to resource that future with the ministry that 
is most appropriate for it. That process has begun 
in a small way, as I have met some of the stewards 
and representatives who have started to think 
about their area and what a Mission plan might 
look like. This Easter, a District Mission Review 
Team will continue that task.  

Meanwhile, we have 
put together a small 
team of ordained and 
lay people to cover 
the ministry needs in 
the interim.  

Church Council has 
called a small group 
together with myself 
and Issy Brislen to be-
gin to apply the Cir-
cuit’s thinking about 
what a growing church 
means to Wesley Place 
so that we can look to 

a mission shaped fu-
ture. Here’s the definition the Circuit leaders have given for 
a mission shaped and growing church - we must think and pray how God is calling us at 
Wesley Place to grow in the future: 

The snowdrop says to the winter, 
 'Time to move on’.    

Locked down,  
invisibly,  
they have been preparing  
to show us the beauty 
that comes from such waiting. 

Rev Barbara Glasson via Facebook



We recognise that a Mission Shaped Church is: 

• Proclaiming the Good News 
• Outward looking and responding to human need; 

• Engaging with the local community 
• Seeking to transform society’s injustices  
• Inclusive - Excluding no-one 

• Seeking to safeguard God’s creation 
• Future focused and forward thinking  
• Having a heart for Jesus 
• Driven by faith/passion 
• Giving generously including outside of themselves 
• Engaging in learning and developing discipleship 
• A continuity of planned worship and preaching 
• Practising imagination and courage 
• Practising deep pastoral care for all involved. 

This is the last week of our series on Mark’s gospel. Read from Chapter 6 verse 7 
through to chapter 7 verse 37. 

The death of John the Baptist is possibly one of the most shocking of stories - why do 
you think it’s in the gospel?  

Does it maybe do what John the Baptist’s ministry was always about - prepare the way 
for Jesus’ own death at the hands of the powerful who wanted him out of the way? In 
which case, can you see God’s purposes unfolding? 

As for the feeding of the 5000 does it have overtones of 
Communion? If so, what can we learn from it? Why is the 
story told here as well as the last supper version later in the 
gospel in chapter 14? 

In chapter 7 there are arguments about what is right, what 
makes someone clean or unclean, and then a story about a 
deaf man hearing again. And so I’d like to offer a testimony 
from a young Methodist at the end of LGBT+ month, there 

are many more 
reflections on the Methodist website.  

The Conference, when it meets in June in 
Birmingham, will make a decision regarding 
the possibilities of same sex marriages tak-
ing place on Methodist premises. Discussion 
behind this decision has been going on in 
our church for all of my active ministry now, 
nearly 30 years. Personally I moved ap-
pointments early on in my ministry, at very 
short notice, because of the consequences 
of people objecting to decisions that were 
made. It is a conversation I have listened to 

throughout those years. I have found myself, belatedly, realising that this is not an issue 
to deal with, it is about people to be listened to. And so, I offer this reflection from a 

Just a thought….. 

Is our  
building  

helping or  
hindering  
Mission?

https://www.facebook.com/dignityand-
worth/videos/291700099238700 

https://www.facebook.com/dignityandworth/videos/291700099238700
https://www.facebook.com/dignityandworth/videos/291700099238700
https://www.facebook.com/dignityandworth/videos/291700099238700
https://www.facebook.com/dignityandworth/videos/291700099238700


Methodist, available on the Methodist Church website. All I ask you to do is hear the 
voice of a Methodist: 

“You are us, and we are you” Lois Tucker, a young Methodist shares her experiences 
of being Christian and queer as part of LGBT History Month: 
When thinking of my experiences as a queer Methodist, and as a queer Christian, the 
first things that spring to mind are the “Oh yeah” moments. An OY moment is when, out 
of nowhere, you are abruptly reminded that you don't belong, that you might be 
(grudgingly) tolerated, but that you are not accepted. 
A lot of different things can create that moment. Some of them more deliberate than 
others, anything from a passing comment about ‘traditional families’ or taking a ‘biblical 
view’ of relationships, to that surprised little “Oh! Oh Ok! That's so good!’ that you get 
when you speak about queer issues in the first person and 
someone needs you to know that they are just “So Ok” with 
that. 
Like I said, not every OY moment is meant to hurt you and 
not everyone who creates one is a homophobe but every 
single one reminds me that I will always be "other", some-
thing to be rejected or affirmed and never able to just be in 
love and it not be a big deal. 
There are a lot of ‘OYs’ to choose from, all of them from my 
Christian spheres, but I think the most painful of these came 
from my grandad just two years ago, I’ve been out since I 
was 18, and though I’ve never ‘come out’ to my grandpar-
ents, I’ve made no secret of it either, but denial is a power-
ful thing I suppose. 
I don't remember how this conversation started, but I remember it went downhill from a 
comment from my gran about how gay relationships and queer people were ‘just not 
nice really’, like I was some kind of tasteless painting or tacky accessory. My gran is a 
woman of strong opinions, so this didn't faze me. I began to gently question why she felt 
that way and why gay marriage was any different from straight marriage. 
This was when my grandad spoke up. As is often the case in a couple, my gran's strong 
opinions about things, from boats to marmalade to the EU, means that my grandad 
doesn't have many strong opinions at all, he’s easy-going, gentle and I’ve heard him 
state a strong opinion about something maybe four times in my life. At that moment, he 
said that it wasn't just ‘not nice’ to be queer and in love, it was flat out wrong, it 
shouldn’t be tolerated, it was against the Church and the traditions of marriage. 
I felt like all the air had gone out of me, I love my grandad and I know he loves me, but 
the thought that he would never love any wife I had, that cut deeper than anything else 
I had heard before. 
It was a complete rejection of something so important to me from someone I love, and 
he hadn't even realised that he wasn't discussing his dislike of the hypothetical queer 
person who wears fishnet tops, has one earring and goes to gay bars every night, he was 
telling his granddaughter that her love was tainted. 
We have come a long way in the last 50 years and I’ll never not be grateful for that, be-
ing queer is a huge part of my identity and it is nice to know that I won't be assaulted on 
the street for that and that no one could fire me for it or refuse me service without it 
coming back to bite them, but it does make me sad that the more Christian the circle, 
the more I feel like a puzzle piece in the wrong place. I have several wonderful groups 

Lent Reflections from Wesley Place - on our Youtube Channel, released every 
Wednesday.



of friends, many of them queer themselves, the rest are 
totally uncaring if I’m queer or not, and some of them with 
an amazing devotion to their faith, so it's easy for me to 
forget that people still care so much about my existence 
and who I might love. 
It makes it all the more like a slap in the face when I’m 
reminded someone in one of my Christian settings might 
suddenly hate me if they knew I was queer. 
I think the only way I know how to end this piece is by say-
ing that I might not be disowned, excommunicated, killed 
or fired, but that those things aren't something I should 
have to be grateful for, they should come as standard. I 
also want to end this by saying that tolerance is no longer 
enough, I don't want to be tolerated, like the notion 
you’re never more than 6ft from a rat, I don't even 
want to be ‘accepted’ as something that Christians 
graciously permit to be here, I want a real change 
and understanding that queer people have been 
around forever, that they’re going to be around for 
the rest of time, and that we aren't ‘like’ you, we 
ARE you, fearfully wonderfully made. 

We built the Church, 
we cracked Nazi 
codes, we wrote time-
less plays and books, 
ruled nations and 
fought wars, changed 
the world for the bet-
ter and loved and lived 
just like you do. 
No tolerance, no ac-
ceptance. Just an un-
derstanding that you 
are us, and we are 
you, we aren't tenants 
of the Church, we 
built it as surely as you 
did. 
Lois Tucker 

These two forlorn 4 ft living and 
healthy Christmas trees are left 
over from our Christmas display 
in the porch. They’re currently 
growing in their pots behind the 
church kitchen, why not make a 
donation to church funds and 
plant them at home? First come 
first served!

StF 175 https://youtu.be/eI302Av7vSI 

Light of the world, 
You stepped down into darkness, 
Opened my eyes, let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore you, 
Hope of a life spent with you. 

So here I am to worship, 
here I am to bow down, 
here I am to say that you're my God, 
and you're altogether lovely, 
Altogether worthy, 
Altogether wonderful to me. 

King of all days 
So highly exalted, 
Glorious in heaven above. 
Humbly you came  
to the earth you created, 
all for love's sake became poor. 

So here I am to worship, 
here I am to bow down, 
here I am to say that you're my God, 
and you're altogether lovely, 
Altogether worthy, 
Altogether wonderful to me. 

And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross. 

So here I am to worship, 
here I am to bow down, 
here I am to say that you're my God, 
and you're altogether lovely, 
Altogether worthy, 
Altogether wonderful to me.

Met ‘Online'

Harriet suggests - StF 116 Sing for God’s glory 

https://youtu.be/LEi0UpfjGns  

There’s only room for verse 2: 

Sing for God’s power - 
that shatters the chains that would bind us, 
searing the darkness of fear and despair  
that would blind us, 
touching our shame 
with love that will not lay blame, 
reaching out gently to find us.

https://youtu.be/LEi0UpfjGns
https://youtu.be/eI302Av7vSI
https://youtu.be/eI302Av7vSI
https://youtu.be/LEi0UpfjGns


In our prayers this week we continue to pray for  
• Sheila Walker and her family. (Alan’s funeral will be on 10th 

March.) 
• Tony and Liz Hough 

Children and Young people, and their parents and teachers look-
ing to return to school very soon.. 

We also pray for those NHS staff tired and fed up, volunteers, 
doctor’s surgery staff and others delivering vaccines. 

      Wesley Place Finance Report.     Last week our treasurer appealed to us regarding the state of 
the church’s finances. She asked us all to consider increasing our giving by putting more in the enve-
lope, increasing direct debits or by making a donation. Thankfully there has been a response - Thank 
you. Our delicate financial situation will continue for a few months yet. But if the Prime Minister is 
right, we can look to taking our place in more economic activity in the summer. We pray and wait 
and remain ever vigilant. 

The property and finance committee have a date to meet in March, and I am calling a small team 
together to look at many of the issues we will need to consider when we feel it’s safe and right to 
use the building again. May God reward our patience, hope, and waiting prayerfully.

It is with great sadness that I have to report 
that Joan Deakin died early this last week. 
Our prayers are with her family and Margaret 
and Mo who bear much responsibility at this 
time.

Worship via Zoom this Sunday 28th February 5pm led by Ian White and Rob. And the 
chance for discussion and fellowship online. These services will each take a 

different image of God in the Bible. 

This week - “God the Shepherd” 

All are welcome. To receive the Zoom link for the service please contact Harriet: 
harriet.crompton@gmail.com

For a good sing of a Wesley Place Children’s 
favourite: My Lighthouse

https://youtu.be/lFBZJGSgyVQ
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