
Dear Friends, 

Here’s a clue to the book in the Bible I’ll be 
reflecting on this week, if you want to guess, don’t 
scroll down or turn over the page, and try and work 
out which Bible book it might be. Just say what you 
see - it’ll tell you both the book, and it’s theme! 

Meanwhile Harriet is in autumnal mood with the 
hymns she’s suggesting this week. This first 
suggestion is a beautiful prayerful way of coming in 
to God’s presence. It’s in our red book, Singing the 
Faith, no 331 

King of Kings, Majesty
https://youtu.be/qs2uWU75Vmw

King of kings, Majesty 
God of Heaven living in me 
Gentle Saviour, closest friend 
Strong Deliverer, beginning and end 
All within me falls at Your throne 

Your Majesty, I can but bow 
I lay my all before You now 
In royal robes I don't deserve 
I live to serve Your Majesty 
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Earth and Heaven worship You 
Love eternal, Faithful and True 
Who bought the nations, ransomed souls 
Brought this sinner near to Your throne 
All within me cries out in praise. 

Your majesty, I can but bow 
I lay my all before You now 
In royal robes I don't deserve 
I live to serve Your Majesty
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It’s the new testament…. 

It’s a letter…….. 

The theme of the first letter to the Thessalonians is staying on target. Here’s the 
opening verses of the letter: Chapter 1, from verse 1: 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of 

you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and 
Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 
5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons 

we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy 

Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia 

and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 
need to speak about it. 9 For the people of those regions report about us what kind of 
welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living 

and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

The power of the imagination in prayer: 
As one who struggles to pray, but keeps deciding to try, I find some affirmation in the 
thoughts expressed here in verses 2 and 3: Thinking of people in prayer often leads my 
wandering mind to remember them, see their faces, and hear their voices. If I can keep 
my mind on track enough as to why they’re in my mind as I pray, I find my imagination 
feeds my prayers. I once came across a distressed young woman who had found out she 
was pregnant and was being cheated on by her boyfriend. I only met her once, and 
circumstances meant I didn’t meet her again. However, I continued to pray for her, and 
as I was remembering her distress, I suddenly realised how time had passed, and that 
she would probably be giving birth, or very close to it. My prayers changed as I tried to 
imagine the home she was in, the relationships of support she would need; what might 
be good in her circumstances, and what might be challenging her. The writers of this 
letter encourage the use of the imagination to enter into prayer, as it can be guided by 
the Holy Spirit. Don’t feel too guilty about wandering thoughts during prayer, but gently 
hold them and let the Spirit guide our prayers. 

Remembering leads to thanksgiving: 
We will soon come to the beginning of November and what I call the thanksgiving season 
with All Saints’ and All Souls’ Days at the beginning of the month, autumn days 
reminding us of the death of the natural world as it closes down for winter, and of 
course Remembrance day. As these writers remember the Thessalonian christians they 
give thanks for the people they remember. It’s what we’ll do in November. As a minister 
I’m often told of a much loved and deceased church member “Of course Rob you 
wouldn’t remember so-and-so, oh they were ………”. I may not have known that person, 
but from what I hear, I often remember another person in a similar church from my own 

So, you see a thistle and an onion how 
many? One. So that’ll be One Thistle - 
onion. One Thessalonians … I know,    
GROAN! 



experience whose life, love, and faith remain an example. And it’s right and proper 
again to pause and say thank you for the life gifts they passed on to us. 

Passion comes from the Holy Spirit: 
Verse 5 speaks of the power of the message of Jesus and the conviction with which 
people passed it on. They are what I call passion. The greatest sin in the Church during 
my lifetime I think, has been the lack of passion!  The story we have of Jesus is a 
Hollywood blockbuster, the stories Jesus told are mischievous, poignant, and 
challenging. Knowing Jesus is a beautiful life transforming relationship. Christian faith is 
an adventure and Church life can be one of the most dynamic community experiences 
that sets a place on fire and makes the world a better place - This is what the Holy Spirit 
does. We need so much to pray again, and again, for that passion of the gospel. 

An example was set that changed the world from idolatry to faith in Jesus. 
It would appear from these verses in the New Testament, that, unlike most of the 
gospels and some of the other letters of Paul, we are not dealing with stories of 
Christians who came to faith through Judaism. Pagans, of the New Testament practiced 
idolatry, Romans and Greeks put up statues of gods and built temples around them for 
worship. The Thessalonians have clearly moved on from that idolatry to Jesus, the God 
who was human being not a statue. Yet idolatry remains a dangerous habit amongst all 
human beings, not least Christians. We put other people, ministers, church buildings, or 
anything that can have a brass plaque nailed onto it, on the pedestal of idol and treat it 
like a god, revering it, defending its importance, and devoting ourselves to it. To move 
to a faith in the God who is known in Jesus Christ is such a living relationship that other 
people are affected and drawn in to the experience of faith, the life of the spirit. 

So, the rest of the letter is about staying on target, it’s an encouragement to Christians, 
within 20 years or so of the death and resurrection of Jesus to keep their aim and focus 

on Jesus. We too, many of us well 
over 20 years away from our first 
faith, need to keep focussed on 
Jesus Christ - pray creatively, 
remember so powerfully that it 
affects us, and  keep a passion that 
changes us and the world around us. 

Yet, as the tamed horse still hears the call of her 
wild brothers and sisters and as the farmed goose 
flaps hopeful wings as his sisters fly overhead, so 
too, perhaps, the wild ones amongst us are our 
only hope in calling us back to our true nature. 
Wild ones who have not been turned to stone by 
the far reaching grasp of the empire and its 
programme of consumer sedation, the killing of 
imagination. Where, my friends, have the wild ones 
gone?

Joel McKerrow, 
Australian Poet and writer.



Harriet suggests the hymn -  
Ye, servant of God your Master proclaim.   
https://youtu.be/ngReLoza0Fk

1 Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,  
and publish abroad his wonderful name;  
the name all-victorious of Jesus extol;  
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all.  

2 God rules in the height, almighty to save;  
though hid from our sight, his presence we have;  
the great congregation his triumph shall sing,  
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.  

3 "Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!"  
let all cry aloud, and honour the Son;  
the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,  
fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.  

4 Then let us adore and give him his right:  
all glory and power, all wisdom and might,  
all honour and blessing with angels above  
and thanks never ceasing for infinite love. 

This last week has been baby loss awareness week 
- many women and men will have their own 
memories, love, and silent reasons to have lit a 
candle and remembered. A friend of mine wrote:  

That was a rubbish year for us when we lost 2 
tiny babies, one to a missed miscarriage and 
another to an ectopic pregnancy. And I didn't 
want to tell anyone. I can't explain why... I wasn't 
ashamed, I wasn't worried what people would 
think. Mostly I was worried which nice, well 
meant comment someone would say (usually 
starting with "at least....") which would make me 
feel guilty or selfish for feeling so sad and so 
angry. I didn't want people's very well meant 
stories.  I wanted every one to know but I didn't 
want to have to say it. I wanted to talk about it 
constantly and never, all at the same time. 

In our prayers this week we also remember 
Andy Shaw who’s grandfather has died, Ann 
Thomas back home after a fall and a trip to 
hospital,  and Tony and Liz Hough.  

Ruth’s Dad was a minister, he used to 
always remember to pray for -  
those who don’t pray, 
those who can’t pray, 
and those who would pray if they knew 
what prayer was. Let us pray for them 
and offer our prayers on their behalf.

https://youtu.be/ngReLoza0Fk


Harriet suggests a few more hymns 
to look up and listen/sing along to:

Jesus call us o’er the tumult (I’m 
not sure this this the tune I 
remember, but then we don’t sing it 
that often!)
https://youtu.be/LhQ8TfiJb1M

This, This is the God We Adore
https://youtu.be/-r1amUICtO0

You Shall Go Out With Joy
https://youtu.be/unWnWSgoSt0

And from Ian Marshall: 

Whatever Happened to COPA? 

To those whose memories go back to Wesley Place between 2003 and 2013, the name of 
COPA may ring many bells.  

COPA is a charity, run out of the UK, whose aim is to bring education and a higher 
standard of living to the Western part of the Dominican Republic. This area, close to the 
Haitian border, and well away from the well known tourist spots on the North coat of the 
island, is desperately poor. Many immigrants from Haiti (arguably the poorest in the 

world) have set up home in this part of the DR 
to obtain work in sugar plantations. In 1991, 
an ex-teacher from Gloucester, Sebert Lane, 
visited this part of DR, and was sufficiently 
moved to set up a charity by means of which 
the standard of living could be raised through 
education. Choosing 2 of the poorest villages 
(La Hoya and Bombita), he founded COPA and 
obtained funding from his many contacts 
(mostly Methodist) in the UK, US and 
Guernsey. Within 5 years he had built schools 

In honour of the New Testament 
letter writers, the song writers, 
the musicians, picture painters 
and photographers, I love this 
shared by a friend on Facebook. 
Again, take time to think it 
through prayerfully through:

Bombita in 1990

https://youtu.be/LhQ8TfiJb1M
https://youtu.be/-r1amUICtO0
https://youtu.be/unWnWSgoSt0


in the 2 villages and equipped them with materials that would not be out of place in an 
English primary/junior school, and arranged for volunteers to staff the schools. In 2003 
my daughter Rosie spent a gap year in the village of Bombita, teaching in the school 
which Jenny and I visited in 2004. On her 
return she set about telling everyone at 
Wesley Place about her experiences and 
gaining sponsors for children to have a full-
time education in the school there. Some 
people will remember her friend Robert 
visiting Wesley Place and telling us of his 
life in the village. In the following years, 
Wesley Place became heavily involved in 
the charity. We sponsored 28 children in 
the Bombita school, helped to build a new 
hospital in La Hoya in 2005, raised funds to 
help concrete the floors of the houses after the villages were flooded by a hurricane in 
2007, helped to install solar panels on the schools in 2010, and provided a playground in 
memory of Megan Tyrell. Sebert visited and preached at Wesley Place on 3 occasions. We 
even held the COPA AGM at Wesley Place in 2014, and many attended a fund-raising 
concert featuring Hayley Westenra, organised by Daniel, in the Victoria Hall. 

So what has happened to COPA since then? COPA has continued to pursue its aims of 
raising standards of living through education. Its reputation as provider of high quality 
education became such that all children from the school were given free education at 
the local  high school, and many went on to Santo Domingo university to gain degrees.  
Only last year, 10 ex-pupils graduated, including one sponsored through Wesley Place. 
The COPA schools have been acclaimed by the Dominican government as the gold 
standard in primary education. The quality of life in the villages has improved 
immeasurably compared with when Rosie was there. 

This year COPA faced a crisis as it was no longer able to provide volunteers from the UK 
or US to go to the school thanks to Covid. The COPA committee undertook talks earlier 
this year with the Dominican government, and they have agreed to take over the 
schools, staffing them and providing all the facilities the children need to continue 
achieving the highest standard of education. COPA has therefore ended its sponsorship 
scheme, but is still grateful for donations as these provide for one-off “extras” which 
the schools and villages need but which are not provided by the government. 

In a sense, therefore, COPA has actually achieved the goals Sebert set out in 1991. It has 
provided hope for many children who otherwise would have been condemned to a life of 
poverty, and given them a future to look forward to, by providing education of the 
highest possible standard.  A big thanks to all at Wesley Place who have played a part, 
however small, in bringing this about.                                                     

Ian Marshall.

Bombita school 2003

Rob says: I’m away next week, so will arrange for another of the Circuit’s letters to be 
distributed. Thanks to Ian and Daniel for arranging the Youtube worship this week and next.


