
Dear Friends, 

We have had a Wesley Place property meeting this last week and there’s a Church Coun-
cil on May 19th to look at opening the church building for use! Some will be very excited 
about this, others may be cautious about going out into public and mixing. From my 
point of view there’s a lot of time and energy yet to be put in to change from the way 
we do things as a church to the way we will need to do it with an open building - but 
more of that later. Please pray for the church council, and be thinking of what our faith 
means as we start again. One person, when asked recently what Bible story was inspiring 
them at the moment said ‘In the beginning….’ - we truly will be starting from the begin-
ning in so many ways. Our mission group are already asking the important question ‘Why 
Wesley Place?’ - How would you answer that question? 

I’m grateful as ever for Harriet’s suggestions of hymns to keep us singing and praying. 
Here’s a suggestion for this week, most fitting for the psalm today, StF 343, you can sing 
along here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YccZWGt8so0 

All my days I will sing this song of gladness, 
Give my praise to the Fountain of delights; 
For in my helplessness You heard my cry, 
And waves of mercy poured down on my life. 
I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, 
I will sing of the blood that never fails; 
Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, 
Of death defeated and life without end. 
Beautiful Saviour, Wonderful Counsellor, 
Clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 
You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. 
Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 
You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion 
And You reign, You reign over all. 
I long to be where the praise is never-ending, 
Yearn to dwell where the glory never fades; 
Where countless worshippers will share one song, 
And cries of ‘worthy’ will honour the Lamb! 
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On the first morning God said: ‘Let there be birds.’ And God 
separated voice from voice; and in some voices, God put a 
song, and the song sang to the land, and to the light, and to 
the light on the land, and when the people heard it, the morn-
ing had begun. The first morning. 
And God said that it was Good. 

On the second morning God said, ‘There will be dreams from 
the night that will need the light of the morning.’ And so God 
put wisdom in the early hours. The second morning . 
And God said that it was Good. 

And on the third morning, God said: 
‘Let there be a certain kind of light 
that can only be seen in the morning.’ 
And God created gold, and dew, and 
horizons, and hills in the distance, and 

faces that look different in the light of the morning, and things 
that look different in the light of the morning. The third morn-
ing. 
And God said that it was Good. 

And on the fourth morning, God said, ‘Sometimes the day will be 
long. Let there be warmth in the morning, let people sleep for 
some mornings, and let the rest of the morning be good.’ The 
fourth morning. 
And God said that it was Good. 

And on the fifth morning, God said: ‘There will be people who will rise early every 
morning, whose day will begin in the night, by the light of moon and stars; they will see 
the sun rise, these early risers.’ And God put a softness at the heart of the dawn. The 
fifth morning. 
And God said that it was Good. 

And on the sixth morning, God listened. And there 
were people working, and people struggling to get out 
of bed, and there were people making love and people 
making sandwiches. There were people dreading the 
day, and people glad that the night was over. And God 
hoped that they’d survive. And God shone light, and 
made clouds, and rain, and rainbows, and toast, and 
coffee, places to love the light and places to hide 
from the light. Small corners to accompany the lonely, 
the joyous, the needy and the needed. The sixth 
morning. 
And God said that it was Good. 

And on the last morning, God rested. And the rest was 
good. The rest was very good. 
And God said that it was very Good. 

I was on retreat with 
the other ministers of 
the district recently, 
and came across 
these prayers for the 
morning from this 
book.



The pandemic has been a time when I have asked questions and I continue to do so. 
Some of the Bible passages set for the weeks we are in, between Easter and Pentecost 
are about the coming of the Holy Spirit, the refreshing and energising effects of the 
Spirit of God, and the building of the Church by that Spirit. This week I’ve chosen to re-
flect on the psalm set for this Sunday, it echos so many relevant themes it must be the 
inspiration fo that same spirit! 

Psalm 98: 
1 O sing to the Lord a new song, 
    for he has done marvellous things. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
    have gotten him victory. 
2 The Lord has made known his victory; 
    he has revealed his vindication  
  in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love  
 and faithfulness 
    to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
    the victory of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 
    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
    the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 
    let the hills sing together for joy 
9 at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming 
    to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with equity. 

One of my constant questions is ‘What Bible story echos our 
situation? What Bible stories come to mind as we face the 
pandemic, and, now as we face opening up society again 
and even the opening of our church building. 

It is pretty clear that psalm dates originally from 540 BC, when the remaining exiles of 
God’s people were released from lockdown in Babylon. They had remembered their 
faith, and as they flooded back to their homeland they celebrated their faith by pro-
claiming their praise to God for their release.  
• The recognise the need for a new song - the old ones no longer did the job. As we re-

turn to corporate worship, and when we can sing again( not yet!) what will we sing? 
There are many songs even in our hymnbook which are as yet unsung. We have had a 
recent and traumatic experience that we must remember, mourn, and make sense of 
in song, it’s what we Methodists do. We will emerge with opportunities to see and sing 
afresh our faith, and make sense of where we go next, and how we travel together in 
worship. I certainly intend to ‘do worship differently’. Ho will we ‘sing a new song’? 



• We met up with some old friends in a cold garden a few weeks ago, friends we made 
at the school gates when Esther was at primary school. They have a daughter the same 
age as ours. their daughter wanted to study medicine but didn’t get the grades, so 
went to study medical science instead - looking to a career in medical laboratories. 
She wasn’t really sure about this until in the pandemic, scientists in laboratories all of 
a sudden became the worlds saviours! Even the politicians have been urged to ‘follow 
the science’ - it is the only way when faced with a new virus. Which means to me that 
must celebrate the rightful place of our faith - it means we have somewhere to ex-
press our feelings through eh pandemic, not least our thankfulness and joy at the end-
ing of lockdown, and the possibility of being together again soon. God has remembered 
us in our pandemic, how shall we identify what He has done and what we are grateful 
for?  

• However, here’s the uncomfortable bit - ‘all the ends of the earth’ have not yet seen 
the victory. The pandemic and effects of the virus continue to ravage the world, and 
will do until everyone has the vaccinations we have been able to access. As one of the 
wealthiest nations on the earth we have so much to be thankful for. But the virus and 
its new strains know no bounds of nationality, or the privileges our wealth give us. 
None of us us safe until all of us is safe. In a post-Brexit world we are much more con-
ditioned to think ‘we’re alright’, and this is a false sense of assurance. There is deep 
in the faith of this psalm and our Christian faith a sense of justice. The calling of Israel 
was always to be a ‘light to the nations’ to know themselves as God’s people in order 
to share the knowledge of God with all people. It is suggested that every time we have 
a vaccine we should make a donation to Christian Aid or another charity in order to as-
sure vaccines to poorer parts of the world. That strikes me as the least we can do - es-
pecially at a time when our own government is cutting overseas aid (https://www.b-
bc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-56473067) 

• So, we are invited by this psalm to bring our praises to God for the freedoms that are 
coming, to find new ways of expressing our faith in worship and so making sense of all 
we’ve been through. We are challenged to see justice enacted to all the nations. And 
finally the psalm looks to all the world. Inviting the seas to roar, the floods to clap 
their hands and the hills to sing. The faith of our ancestors the ancient Israelites was 
an ecologically minded faith. the context for them being God’s people wasn’t only 
their responsibility to be a light to all the nation s, but to live in harmony rejoicing 
with the whole of the world of nature - in all it’s might, majesty, poetic beauty, and 
ecological balance. There is no more pressing need of humanity at the moment than to 
save the planet. the government are working to cut emissions, but each of us also has 
a part to play. I was being told recently by a friend in the energy industry of experi-
ments to replace the fossil fuel gas in our pipes with hydrogen replacement, thus cut-
ting carbon emissions and replacing them with water 
emissions. I am still concerned though that the nation-
al desire to get abroad for holidays increases carbon 
emissions from flying that we really should be looking 
at more responsibly. 

The psalm invites praise and worship, a new song, jus-
tice for everyone, and ends with the knowledge of the 
judgement of God. Such judgement remains and calls us 
to respond to the good news of Jesus - come into a rela-
tionship of faith in him, adjust your life to ways of right-
eousness and peace, and live in love with God, your 
neighbours around the world, and all of creation. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-56473067
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-56473067


Another of Harriet’s suggestions seems apt: StF 685  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpITJOShix0 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
in him no south or north,  
but one great fellowship of love 
throughout the whole wide earth. 

2 In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 
their high communion find. 
His service is the golden cord 
close binding humankind. 

3 Join hands, then, people of the faith, 
whatever your race may be. 
All children of the living God 
are surely kin to me. 

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
in him meet south and north. 
All Christly souls are joined as one 
throughout the whole wide earth. 

If and when the Church building opens, please be pa-
tient! We have to have a full electrical inspection be-
fore opening, this is overdue by a year and will be cost-
ly. Social distancing will be observed, there will be a one way system round the building, 
no refreshments will be served, and no singing will be allowed. When meeting outdoors, 
avoid physical contact and don’t linger chatting for long!  
I really don’t like writing a list of don’ts, but they are necessary!  
Funerals and weddings may take place within these guidelines, and hiring the premises 
to those most in need is being considered. We’re looking to find ways of continuing some 

Our continued prayers for; 
• Sarah Simpkin’s late brother’s family: his Mum, 

his partner, and his children. 
• Shirley Keen who remains in hospital 
• Joan Egerton settling at home again 
• Jonathan, and his family, son of Margaret Keel-

ing 
• Prayers for Joanne, and thanks to Val, Stuart, 

Sarah, and Andy who are supporting her 

Continued prayers for Liz Hough, Val Carron and 
family, Shiela Walker, Bernard and Carol, and Ge-
off White. 

British Red Cross, and Christian Aid, 
as well as many other charities have 
emergency Covid appeals - please 
consider donating as a thank you for 
your free vaccination. Why not pay 
for someone else to get one?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpITJOShix0


online worship and activity, this message will be produced less, but continued to enable 
inclusion for those unable to attend the building.  

Maybe we will be able to celebrate together for Church Anniversary? 

Both these cartoons caught my eye 
this week and made me smile 
because my birthday is May 4th, so, 
another year older!

From the Northumbria Community: 

Give me a candle of the Spirit, O God, as I go down into the 
deeps of my being. Show me the hidden things, the crea-
tures of my dreams, the storehouse of forgotten memories 
and hurts. Take me down to the spring of my life, and tell 
me my nature 
and my name.  

Give me freedom to grow, so that I may become that self, 
the seed of which You planted in me at my making. 

Out of the depths I cry to You…    
George Appleton

Thank you Harriet for the picture of the blossom in 
your garden.  

You shall go out with joy 
And be let forth with peace, 
And the mountains and the hills 
Will break forth before you. 
There'll be shouts of joy 
And the trees of the fields 
Will clap, will clap their hands. 


