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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings! I hope you are all keeping safe, and well. After many months in lockdown, our 
household has now managed a two week holiday! Camping in a field in west Wales meant it was 
fairly easy to keep socially distanced, we were in our (new to us) caravan, so we had all our own 
facilities, and the beaches, though utterly beautiful, are so far west in Wales, that so few people 
get there, and social distancing wasn’t a problem either. The fact that there was a significant 
breeze/gale blowing most of the time was also good for following government guidance outside! 
 
Actually most of the time we were able to forget, and enjoyed a restful and restorative holiday. I 
am acutely aware that will not have been possible for some of you, and that there may well have 
been some disappointments, frustrations, and compromises. 
 
We found camping in a field and sitting/walking on a beach easy, going out for a meal, shopping, 
or even going to the fish and chip shop had us reaching for masks, hand gel, antiviral wipes, and 
sometimes rubber gloves. It was frightening at times and caused some anxiety. I also know some 
of you are working and fully engaging in society and wish you had the luxury of choice.  
 
All of which is for me, about reflecting on balance. The balance between following rules and 
guidance, and knowing enough science to know what is essential and what is sometimes either 
not enough caution, or maybe too much. In Asda the other day, the packet of antiviral wet wipes in 
my pocket was leaking it’s cleaning fluid out through my trouser pocket causing a wet patch to 
appear, which was highly embarrassing, yet I had to refrain from asking two parents why their 
teenage child wasn’t wearing a mask! 
 
Balance. 
 
As a Christian that balance is informed by my faith, the commitment of a Christian disciple to live 
in a loving, compassionate and yet truthful and just way.  
 
The same is true in my job. On the one hand I receive a few letters and messages from people 
desperately asking me to re-open churches while we still have churches to reopen, when is the 
Circuit plan coming out, and even though we’re all in our 70s and 80s, we just want to get together 
for a sing and a coffee and catch up. It’s this social benefit of church life that I am so painfully and 
acutely aware is most missed by many of us. Churches are able to provide so much that 
contributes towards people’s personal mental health and wellbeing, as well as social inclusion, 
that to be so limited, to the point of impossible, is harming some people’s health. 
 
On the other hand, as you’ll know from what I’ve written before, the responsibilities of trusteeship, 
safety and Covid restrictions and guidelines must be followed. Unlike pubs, shops, restaurants, 
chip shops and car garages (where I’ve also been a bit recently) we have no professionals, only 
volunteers. Weighing up risks is a responsible thing. 
 
Once again, we have to be kind, gracious, and understanding of those with frustrations while we 
work through these processes, and ask why?, what’s our mission and vision? At the same time the 
truths of our responsibilities mean we have to think what is viable in some churches and chapels 
and what is just.  
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 Our faith doesn’t take us out of the world, it embeds us more deeply in it, just as with Jesus who 

was the word made flesh. It is God’s involvement with humanity that is our hope through these 
difficult times. 
 
One of the things that means is our sense of togetherness and unity. There is always a tension in 
Methodism between the desires and wishes of a local church, which in its own community, and for 
its congregation, is rightly, in some ways the centre of the universe. But Methodism is not a 
congregational church, we are a Connexion, it is our relationships and connectedness that makes 
us Methodist. At the moment we have slid, because of circumstances, into the congregational 
approach - each church, or in some cases Mission Area, responsible for worship and care. This 
has had dire consequences financially, as many have stopped ‘putting in their collection’ because 
the plate isn’t coming under our nose every week. To move to a position of connectedness, such 
as the plan gives us for example, is going to take time and careful transition - so I ask for your 
patience! The Circuit staff are already intending that the plan will look different, it will have on it, 
not only those churches whose buildings are open, but also those preachers responsible for 
writing posted and e-mailed worship materials, those who are leading an online or recorded 
service, and these may vary - not everything is ever going ‘back to normal’. 
 
The good that has been learnt through lockdown must be nurtured and encouraged. Those who 
are elderly and at risk must not feel they have to turn out to ‘keep the chapel going’ and those who 
can and will must not bear too much of a burden. 
 
We can and will change because God is with us. Through trying to keep a balance, and seeking 
the way, God will lead us, and in the process, make us new. I love the hymn by John Bell and 
Graham Maule in Singing the Faith no 393: 
  

She sits like a bird, brooding on the waters, 
hovering on the chaos of the world’s first day; 
she sighs and she sings, mothering creation, 
waiting to give birth to all the Word will say. 

 
God will not take us ‘back to normal’ but do new things in our midst as we move forwards. This 
September, as we begin a new Methodist year, we welcome a new minister: the Rev Robin Fox 
moves into the Audlem manse to oversee the Churches in Audlem and Nantwich Mission areas. I 
ask for your prayerful support of Robin at this time, we will welcome him at a Zoom Service on 
Sunday 6th September at 6.30pm, but as he will be restricted from the usual round of meeting 
people and getting to know us, this will be a very strange time for him.  
 
Strange, but God is with us. 
With every good wish, 
Godbless, 
 
Rob 
 
(Superintendent MInister, Rev Rob Hilton) 
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 Welcome Service 

As mentioned in Robs letter above the welcome service for Rev. Robin Fox will take place via 
Zoom on Sunday 6th September, 6:30pm.  For those who wish to take part the details are 
below. 
Below is the link for the Zoom meeting, you can also dial in on one of the following phone 
numbers, and when requested, quote the passcode 265828 using your phone keypad. (If you 
need the meeting ID, this is it: 858 8981 4541). Please dial in some time after 6.10pm. 
 
Dial by your location 
     0203 901 7895 United Kingdom 
     0131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
     0203 051 2874 United Kingdom 
 
Join Zoom Meeting - access from the waiting room will be granted after 6.10pm 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85889814541?pwd=N2pxVlRmblVUWVdFSWxCTDVnUXFzdz09  
 
Meeting ID: 858 8981 4541 
Passcode:  265828  

Change of Contact Details 
Please note that the phone number for Daniel Keen, Circuit Administrator, has changed.  If you 
need to contact him please use the new number: 07598 580541.  The email address remains the 
same.  Please note the phone is only switched on and answered during working hours which are 
usually mornings Monday-Friday.  If not answered please leave a message and your call will be 
returned at the next available opportunity. 
 
Worship Currently Available 
There are lots of different ways of accessing worship at the moment even though our buildings 
remain closed.  These are detailed below and an up to date list is available from the circuit 
website, along with any links needed for the below. 
Alsager – Weekly service available via YouTube and weekly written message. 
Nantwich – Weekly newsletter and service sheet available via email and website. 
Rope Green — Phone conference worship 4 times a week: 
9.45am and 6pm every Sunday (6pm repeat of morning)  
Telephone 0330 336 0036  
9.45am PIN 134879 6pm PIN 117868  
Night Prayers every Tuesday and Thursday evening at 8.30pm (15-20 mins)  
Telephone 0330 336 0036  
PIN 117868 
Sandbach – 30 minute service available on Soundcloud as well as fortnightly services on a 
Sunday morning via Zoom. 
Further details and the relevant links for all the above are available at: www.cheshiresouth.org.uk  
 
Fundraising 
The Circuit website has been updated to include a Fundraising page.  This contains links to All 
We Can, MHA and Action For Children to enable you to donate to these charities during this time.  
If you wish to give all you have to do is visit the fundraising page and click on the link next to the 
charity you wish to donate to, JustGiving take care of the rest.  At this time of year we would 
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 normally be holding collections for these charities which we are not now able to do so please 

consider making a donation to help those in need both in this country and further afield.  Charities 
are one of the worst hit sectors in the pandemic as they have received no government help.   
You can donate anonymously or leave your details.  
 
Please also keep giving your collection to your church.  Each church has its own different systems 
in place so please contact your church representative to find out how.  Even putting aside your 
collection each week so that you can give it when the church reopens will make a big difference.  
Even though church buildings are closed the church still has a large amount of costs. 
 
Our Website has been cleared of all Calendar events for the time being:  however posters are 
being added if they contain helpful information about available assistance in the current situation. 
 
Daniel Keen  
Circuit Administrator 
 

 
 
 
 

New Posters on the Website: 
 http://www.cheshiresouth.org.uk/  

CLICK ON PUBLICATIONS –  
No new posters 

 
Please forward information to be put into the next Circuit Newsletter to 

1108info.cheshiresouth@gmail.com or phone 07598 580541 by Wednesday 23rd 
September – Thank you 


