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Dear Friends, 
 
I was going to write about not returning to normal, then decided I had better look up what 
the word normal meant. In a fit of nostalgia, I reached for the dictionary on my shelf and 
turned the actual paper pages to read, sure enough ‘conforming to a standard, usual, 
typical, or expected’. Hmmm, I think I’m right, we’re never quite going back to normal, in 
society, or in church. Then of course I returned to my own normality, and googled normal. I 
read the same definition. 
 
But the joy of google, is that, unlike a book, it opens up possibilities and other articles, 
alternative readings and offers all sorts of other places to take your mind. I found an article 
from the BBC asking if returning to normal working life is even going to be possible - for 
some of us it might be, but for many of us now hybrid and online are the new normal. I 
could have pursued articles about the economy, future predictions of the virus pandemic, 
and all sorts of other interesting articles. 
 
But I had done what I intended to start this article - thought about normal. The Methodist 
prayer handbook’s daily suggested readings ended August with the story of Joshua. The 
successor to Moses, neither of them lived through normal. Joshua is perhaps quite 
appropriate for us as we Methodists enter September, most church buildings are now 
open, most of the churches never reported their reasons for opening to me as requested 
(that’s normal!), we welcome two new members of staff - Rev’s Sarah Butcher and Donna 
Broadbent-Kelly, two new circuit stewards, Geoff Dickinson and Briony Myles-Hook, and a 
new senior steward in Issy Brislen; churches can now choose to register for same sex 
marriage if they want to, and the minimum number of members required to form a viable 
church council has risen from 7 to 12.  
 
If there’s one word that means normal, it is change, or, as I prefer, transformation. Perhaps 
an alternative word for normal would be adaptation. In my last few decades of life I have 
constantly adapted to parenthood, let alone serious illness and the consequences of 
treatment, as my children are now adults, I still adapt, but my own parents are very elderly 
and in need, so I’m adapting again. Change is normal, and, if choose it, we can be 
transformed for the better, by adapting, as we make it part of our journey of faith through 
life. 
 
As christian people we adapt because our faith is real and relevant, as christians we seek 
transformation as we are constantly called to conform to the renewing of our minds by the 
power of God’s Holy Spirit that we may more closely resemble Jesus Christ. And so we 
find the definition of normal is actually quite relevant: ‘conforming to a standard, usual, 
typical, or expected’. Our standard is the standard of Christ - that is love, in all things, and 
in every situation, love is our way. It is therefore usual that in our dealings, even when we 
disagree, we will be kind to one another. The use of social media erodes kindness at 
times, and yet through the challenges, loneliness and fear of the pandemic, kindness is 
one of the things we all long for. It is typical that things will change, and we will face those 
changes with prayerfulness and hope. So it is expected that the church will change and 
adapt. We’re not always very good at it, but it is expected by God - reading the stories of 
Moses and Joshua we read stories of God’s guidance through changing times and his 
calling to his people to exhibit the standards and ways of the Lord.  
 
I am reading a book at the moment entitled How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where 
You’re Going, by Susan Beaumont. Its packed with Biblical examples and principles.  
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Here’s just one quote from page19, it sums up perhaps my greatest hope for our churches 
and circuit: “Solutions are achieved when ‘the people with the problem’ go through a 
process together to become ‘the people with the solution’ - it requires more than changed 
minds - it requires changed hearts and behaviour”. Words that ring true to a people whose 
normality is “repent and believe for the Kingdom is at hand”. 
 
So friends we enter another new Methodist year - I hope we will develop a deeper sense 
of community amongst ourselves, especially within our churches and chapels facing 
change, I hope we will be inspiringly kind to one another through this process, and that 
through all things we will bear witness by faith to the truth that our God is with us. We may 
not know where we are going, but we know who leads us there if we, by faith, follow Him. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Rob 
 
Hatherton Chapel Thanksgiving Service 
 
On Sunday, 1st August, 25 people attended the final service at the Chapel including 
members past and present, ministers, local preachers and friends from Hankelow. The 
Primitive Chapel was opened in 1850 and has been a strong Christian witness in the rural 
community since that time. The small socially distanced congregation was welcomed by 
Phil Taylor, member of 50 years and steward, who spoke of thanksgiving and love. He 
also read the first lesson from Corinthians. 
The service was led by Rev'd Robin Fox and the address was given by Rev'd Rob Hilton, 
Superintendent Minister, who spoke of a mission well accomplished and new beginnings in 
Christ. The five favourite hymns of past and present members were lustily sung with the 
doors opened wide so the local area could hear this praise to the Lord in true primitive 
Methodist tradition.  
 Ruth Rhoden-Farmer gave an interesting 'View for the Pews' as a member who had been 
brought up in the Chapel from the 1970s which included memories of Sunday School and 
packed harvest festivals. Pat Maidment spoke of her fond memories of preaching at 
Hatherton from the 1980;s onwards in a 'View from the Pulpit'. She stressed the warm 
welcome she had always received and also on the decades of devotion to the chapel 
given by organist, Mrs Barclay and steward, Sylvia Rhoden. 
A retiring collection was shared between Action for Children and the RNLI before the 
congregation filed out for a final photograph. 
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Banner of Hope Activity Day, 14th August 2021  

Our first major on-site event at Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum of Primitive 
Methodism since lockdown was held on Saturday, 14th August. Entitled ‘Banner of Hope’, 
the inspiration for the day came from our extensive and beautiful collection of banners and 
the sense of belonging and hope that they were designed 
to engender in those who walked beneath them.  

The day was open to all ages with lots of banner-making techniques to try such as junk 
and natural foraged materials, felt and fabric scraps, and block-printing using fruit and 
vegetables, Lego bricks and the letters from our own historic Atlas printing press which 
was originally used   
by the Primitive Methodists to publish tracts, pamphlets and books. 

    

A very popular technique to try was Sharpie permanent marker pens on silk: patterns and 
shapes were transformed by the addition of hand-sanitizer! Normally, rubbing alcohol 
would be applied to create 
gorgeous effects, but as we are a Methodist place of worship alcohol is disallowed on the 
premises. However, alcohol-based sanitizer has become essential in our protection 
against Covid-19 and is commonplace in chapels everywhere. Using sanitizer to create 
objects of beauty was a poignant reminder of the difficult months we have all faced.  
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New skills were acquired by some of our visitors as they tried their hand for the first time at 
cross-stitch, creating slogans of hope on small pieces of aida which could then be sewn to 
material to take home or onto  

fabric jigsaw shapes. These shapes were also backdrops to the other techniques on offer 
and once gathered together will be used to create our ‘mega-make’, or community banner, 
to express our collective hope for the future as we emerge from the pandemic. Sewing the 
slogans in the peace and tranquility of the chapel allowed time for reflection and 
conversation around the issues that have affected us – the very bedrock of the movement 
known as ‘craftivism’, which is a form of slow activism to make positive change. The 
Primitive Methodist church was activist in its outlook, always seeking to improve the lives 
of those who were often denied a voice.  

There was also an opportunity for visitors to take a tour of the museum and Collections 
Store to view the banners that carried the messages of hope, opportunity and faith before 
those from past Sunday schools, friendly and temperance societies, and needlework 
samplers sewn in response to the grief and trauma of war.  

To sustain our creative visitors and the wonderful volunteers who staffed the day, there 
was tea and home-made cake!  

The completed ‘Banner of Hope’, made up of the myriad jigsaw pieces will be on display at 
the museum as part of the 250th anniversary celebrations of the birth of one of Primitive 
Methodism’s founders, Hugh Bourne, in 2022.  

Elizabeth Morris 
Learning Officer, Englesea Brook Museum learning@engleseabrook.org.uk  
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3Generate 

We are very excited to announce that we will be taking a group to 3Generate again this 
year. This will be for anyone aged 8-18 and it is taking place at the NEC Birmingham from 
October 29th-31st. All the information is in the letter, including a booking form, but if you  
have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me on jonathannewbould@aol.com or 
07598580545. God Bless, Jonny 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3Generate 2021   
Friday, October 29th – Sunday, October 31st   
NEC, Birmingham 
 
Dear Young Person/Parents/Guardians/Youth Leaders, 
 
3Generate is the children and youth assembly for the Methodist Church. It is happening again this 
year after not taking place in 2020. In 2019 we took a group of 9 young people from the Cheshire 
South Circuit. We joined approximately 1200 youngsters from all over the UK in Pontins, 
Southport for a weekend full of fun, faith and friends. We had such an inspiring weekend that we 
would love to take more young people, it looks even better this year as it’s moving to the NEC, 
Birmingham.    
 
3Generate takes place the last weekend in October; however, tickets are already on sale. We need to 
order tickets very soon, so I will need to know by September 5th, whether you, or your young 
person would like to attend. If you are 8 years of age or older, we would love to take you on this 
trip. 
 
3Generate begins on the evening of Friday, October 29th and finishes just after lunchtime on 
Sunday, October 31st. As the event is moving to the NEC, Birmingham, the accommodation is tents 
and the young people stay nearby the leaders. The price of the weekend is £120 per person, 
however last year the Circuit and District each paid a third of the cost of each ticket. We believe this 
may be the case again this year, but this does need confirming. We hope the cost per child to the 
family will be £40. The price includes everything from accommodation to food, excluding the train 
ticket. We intend to take the train down together from Crewe Train Station. More information will 
be sent out once you are confirmed on the trip. 
 
If you would like to come this year, then please fill in the form below. If you send this with £40 that 
will confirm your place on the trip, this needs to be with me by September 5th. Please send this to 
jonathannewbould@aol.com or hand them to another leader or at Wesley Place Methodist Church 
(Alsager). If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to e-mail or call me on 07598580545.  
 
Jonny Newbould 

Jonny Newbould 
Youth and Young Adult Community Worker 
Wesley Place Methodist Church 
Lawton Road 
Alsager 
Cheshire 
ST7 2RU 
07598580545 
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 PS. We also hope to get everyone together one evening before the trip, so 

that we all get to know each other a bit better. This will take place at The Haven on North Street 
Café on October 8th at 6:30pm. It will be a chilled evening with pizza and games! 

 
3Generate Weekend Away Information Form 
Name: _________________________________                       

Age: __________________________       School Year (if applicable): ___________________ 

DOB: __________________________ 

 

Addresses 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________Post 

Code: __________________ 

 

Contact Details 

Name of Parent/Guardian: _________________________________ 

Tel No: _________________________                          Mob No:_________________________ 

E-mail: ____________________________ 

 

Emergency Details 
Doctors Details (Name/Surgery/Tel No): __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Does your child have any medical and special needs (details): _________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Dietary Requirements: ________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Return this form to Jonny by September 5th, including your £40 deposit. 

 



 
 

Circuit News – September 2021 
 Issue 237 distributed 1.9.2021 

 
  

Please forward information to be put into the next Circuit Newsletter to Daniel 
Keen, 1108info.cheshiresouth@gmail.com or phone 07598 580541 by 

Wednesday 29th September – Thank you 
 


