
Dear Friends, 

We are so close to carefully being together again! Some of us are booked in for a service 
this Sunday morning outside - if you are, please bring your own deckchair and a flask if 
you want to stay and chat - socially distanced outside. If you’ve not booked in, please 
stay at home, and make sure you book for next Sunday if you want to come (details at 
the end of this message). 

Today is Trinity Sunday, the day that sort of completes the Church year - the story of 
creation and harvest in the autumn, the birth of Jesus at Christmas, and his death and 
resurrection at Easter are followed by the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. On Trinity 
Sunday we celebrate our relationship with the fullness of God - now that we have heard 
the full story of God’s revelation to us. I remember a significant moment when I lived in 
Dorset, travelling to a meeting in Southampton, and detouring on the way back to go to 
the beach. I had a Beethoven symphony playing loud in the car and it thundered to its 
conclusion as I pulled up in the beachside car park. I got out, wandered onto the beach, 
and took my shoes and socks off and began to paddle. I didn’t have time to swim, (or a 
towel) but I wallowed for a few months in the water looking out to the depths I longed 
to be a part of. Such has been life’s adventure since then  immersing myself in the wide 
and total fullness of God and what the divine purpose for my life and family is, and the 
people amongst whom I’ve had the privilege of living 
and working. 

Harriet’s choice of hymns this week reflect appropriate-
ly the themes. Firstly of course Holy, holy, holy,  
StF 11, https://youtu.be/39ZfrO0UW_s 

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
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3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name,  
in earth, and sky, and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

One of the classic readings for Trinity Sunday is this pas-
sage from the prophet Isaiah, chapter 6. 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 
the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each 
had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, 
and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots[a] on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 
filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts!” 
6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the 
altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that 
this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I 
said, “Here am I; send me!” 

King Uzziah enjoyed a long and somewhat successful reign in nearly 800 years before Je-
sus, (about 200 after the reign of the golden age of Israel, King David). Uzziah had led 
the nation through material prosperity and improvements in farming, but he was struck 
by leprosy towards the end of his life, and this was interpreted as punishment for God 
for his materialism, especially as he disregarded the holiness of the priests and the tem-
ple.  

So Isaiah’s vision of God, and call to service comes at a time of crisis, it’s set in the 
temple which is supposed to be Holy because it was where God was thought to be found, 
and it inspired Isaiah (and perhaps a couple of others who 
wrote under his name as time went on) to interpret many of 
the events of the time his people lived through including their 
national crisis of going into exile and returning. 

Remembering the holiness of God, his presence amongst his 
people, and the call to holy living are all wound up in one, 
they lead to interesting reflections for our times. Although 
we’re opening a building again, God resides in our hearts, not 
a building. Yet corporate worship is important for the good it 
does us!  

In my letter to the whole circuit, reproduced below, I ponder a 
couple of these factors for us returning to congregational wor-
ship.  



Here’s my message, as Superintendent to the 
whole Circuit this week: 

May has been the month of the Spirit of renewal. 
We have celebrated Pentecost, and the 283rd 
anniversary of John Wesley’s strange heart 
warming experience. The sun is set to shine as 
we move into June, and we are looking for-
wards, perhaps some more tentatively than oth-
ers, to the re-opening of society. Added to 
which, Jonny and Debs Newbould have named 
their beautiful son - Jesse Hosea Agape New-
bould!  
I’m guessing that we’re most looking forwards to 
singing and our fellowship. 
“Methodism was born in song……” so began the 
preface to the hymn book I grew up with, and it 
was certainly my experience. My greatest gripe 
and greatest praise in the church I grew up in 
were both reserved for the organist! Sometimes 
he brought us to tears by leading the worship. 
Sometimes he was too slow, too quiet, too loud, 
or played when we needed silence. I became a 
Christian in the Royal Albert Hall in May 1982 
while singing “O sacred head sore wounded” a 
hymn all about the self giving and suffering of 
Jesus for me - when the preacher asked if we 
wanted to stand up to invite Jesus into our 
hearts, I heard within me a gentle but firm and 
definite ‘Yes’. 
It’s the poetry of our hymns that is so moving at 
times, from ‘lost in wonder and praise’ to ‘hands 
that flung stars into space to cruel nails sur-
rendered’. I remember the controversy of Mis-
sion Praise coming out in the mid 80s, and then 
the beautiful joys of discovering Taize chants in 
prayer, and of course it was so hard not to be 
able to sing our carols at Christmas. Lockdown 
began last March just as Wesley Place was celeb-
rating our 150th year, we’d gathered a list of our 
favourite hymns, and haven’t been able to sing 
them yet! 
But it’s amongst my young christian friends I dis-
covered a wider field of Music - it was in a car 
on the way to a Cliff College Celebration week-
end that I first heard the music of Queen how 
had I lived for 18 years and never heard it be-
fore? (I blame my parents of course!). 
As we come together in buildings one of the 
things we must take time to do is ask why we are doing what we’re doing? Why sing in 
worship? I came up with the following list, what would you add or take out? 

Harriet suggests this wonderful hymn, StF 
21, sung here at The New Room Bristol, on 
elf Methodism’s oldest community build-
ings.  https://youtu.be/wwaGrBZgVAw 

1 Born in song! 
God's people have always been singing. 
Born in song! 
Hearts and voices raised. 
So today we worship together; 
God alone is worthy to be praised. 

2 Praise to God! 
For he is the one who has made us. 
Praise to God! 
We his image bear. 
Heaven and earth are full of his glory; 
let creation praise him everywhere. 

3 Christ is King! 
He left all the glory of heaven. 
Christ is King! 
Born to share in our pain; 
crucified, for sinners atoning, 
risen, exalted, soon to come again. 

4 Sing the song! 
God's Spirit is poured out among us. 
Sing the song! 
He has made us anew. 
Every member part of the Body; 
given his power, his will to seek and do. 

5 Tell the world! 
All power to Jesus is given. 
Tell the world! 
He is with us always. 
Spread the word, that all may receive 
him; 
every tongue confess and sing his praise. 

6 Then the end! 
Christ Jesus shall reign in his glory. 
Then the end 
of all earthly days. 
Yet above the song will continue; 
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• Because we mean it - we explain and learn our 
faith in the hymns and songs we sing in worship. 

• Because it makes us feel good - there’s a thera-
peutic purpose to singing, it can heal and restore 
us. 

• Because music is so much a part of the poetry, 
rhythm and beauty of being human, we sometimes 
even have to dance! 

• Because artists, poets and musicians have always 
given us through christian (and before that, Jewish) 
history ways of celebrating our faith. 

• Because it lifts the soul. 

Although there can be a beauty and simplicity to 
singing together with a small group, I have taken a 
sort of personal religious vow. A group of people up to 
about 12, is, in my mind, a house-group, or fellowship group. Only above that number 
can it be considered a congregation. So, if and when a congregation regularly falls below 
that i will not preach, but bring a different form of worship, and maybe music too, so 
that the experience is appropriate to the size of gathering. If your congregation is often 

below that number, maybe it’s time to think of your future as 
part of a larger church by joining with a few other small con-
gregations in some way.  

The other feature of our life together I guess we’ve all missed is 
the fellowship. Many of us have discovered a new form of fel-
lowship over Zoom, coffee mornings and house-group discus-
sions have all of a sudden found a new depth in doing it differ-
ently. I hope we don’t lose this as we return to face to face 
meeting each other. I’m afraid fellowship has lost some of its 
meaning in Methodism. If it has become a chat over a cup of 
tea, a catch up over family and friends and a discussion of ail-
ments we’re under the doctor for, it’s become simply good 
chat.  

Fellowship is when we belong together and include each other because of Jesus. True 
fellowship is deep and intimate because the purpose for our togetherness is our shared 
rootedness in Him. So it may include a gracious discussion of the sermon, our feelings 
during the week, our sense of purpose and vocation in life - especially as we change and 
face different circumstances, talking about what our faith means to us, encouraging one 
another and praying for each other is fellowship. 

I’m afraid I have another gripe too - the coffee and tea we drink while we fellowship! It 
should be ethical and fairly traded - tea and coffee are amongst some of the world’s 
cash crops that enable exploitation of workers around the globe. 
in 2015 I visited Sri Lanka and met some of the tea plantation 
workers - I remember a retired worker, a Circuit Steward, show-
ing me his hands  and explaining how the nails of the thumb are 
used to dig into each finger end in turn, until it is raw, in order 
to pick the youngest tender shoots of tea leaf bushes. Its so easy 
to buy fairly traded tea and coffee these days and know that in 
doing so we are protecting the workers from exploitation, and 
providing them with a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work. 

Open on Bank Holiday Monday!  
(31st May). 10am-2pm.  
Service will run as normal with 
donations also being taken. 
Also still only open on Fridays from 
10am - 2pm. No appointment neces-
sary for donating/browsing/buying. 



So, why are going back to congregational worship and fellowship over a cuppa? Because 
in worship God can meet us in music and poetry, heal us, and draw us together in faith. 
And in fellowship in Jesus we can together demonstrate  responsible living that brings a 
little justice and hope into the world for others and not just ourselves. 

Please try not to ‘go back’ but to go forwards post pandemic, learning, asking why, and 
rediscovering the purpose behind our lives together as Christians. 

Please be patient and bear with us as we make necessary 
changes, phone me (872597), or a steward to know what’s go-
ing on, or look on the church website.  

This week, 30th May - service on Youtube as usual, outdoor 
service at Wesley Place for those who have booked in. 

Sunday 5th June 10.30am 

First act of worship in the building, to celebrate our 152nd An-
niversary! You will need to book a place and come with a face covering to wear through-
out. Please ‘book a pew’, bubbles together, individuals will be allocated a pew to your-
self. 

The organ will play, but there’ll be no congregational singing. Social distancing will be 
observed, a one way system round the church, access for all is planned for those who 
can’t manage steps. Toilets open, no refreshments. Please arrive after 10am and be pa-
tient, queueing socially distanced outside until you are allocated your seat. Please do 
not congregate outside afterwards, go straight home! 

Sunday 13th June 10.30am Zoom worship led by Hilda White’s House-group. No wor-
ship in the building. 

Sunday 20th June 10.30am - All Age worship in the Church building led by Johnny and 
Steven Parker-Aiken for Father’s day. Above conditions will apply and booking will be 
necessary. 

Sunday 27th June 10.30am Worship in the building.  

Live@5 Zoom worship led by Ian White and Rob Hilton. 

The use of the building will continue to be reviewed and monitored as national guide-
lines change, by the end of June this message will become a monthly feature, although 
the circuit will continue to provide material for you to use to worship at home.  
There will be no evening services for the time being.

Our prayers for this 
week; 

Shirley Keen remains 
peacefully at home and 
her family, carers  and 
friends are providing 
support.  

If you want to be re-
membered in prayer, or 
to people remember 
someone else in prayer, 
please let me know. 
Make sure you have 
their permission! 



To book a place at a Church service: Book 
online: www.wesley-place.org.uk 
or Call: 07598 580541  
When calling please leave a message stating your 
name, phone number and how many people you 
are booking for.  You will be called back to con-
firm your booking, your booking is not confirmed 
until you are called back.  Please allow 24 hours 
to be phoned back. 
All bookings must be made by Friday 12 noon to 
allow time for numbers to be checked and seats 
to be allocated. 

Come Home - I found this reflection from the 
Northumbria Community on facebook this 
week: 
As children the parent is  for us the provider, the 
security, the affirmation, the exemplar, the 
setter of boundaries, the one to run to, but also 
the one to blame.  As we grow, there is a process 
of individuation where we learn to experience 
life as our own person, no longer just as an 
extension of the parent.  We choose all over 
again, not because it is expected of us. We love.  
But God loves too, not so we can relive a 
permanent childhood but can discover a new and 
even stronger relationship. It is not God's 
intention to confine us, but to find a future in 
the strength of a chosen connection which is 
always with us. (It might seem obvious  to say it, 
but Home is not at all about church or even 
behaviour.)  Home is a relationship.  It may be 
complicated as we find our footing. But God is 
incurably crazy about us.

What is your heart’s desire for Wesley Place? 

Write, draw, doodle, or colour your prayers on 
the heart below, then take a photograph or scan 
it, and send to Rob for use in worship next week. 

E-mail: super@cheshiresouth.org.uk 

Prayers in our local park  
for the global climate crisis
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