
 
Dear Friends, 

Hooray! I’ve had some feedback from last week’s message (I thought I might!). All of it 
so far has been positive, ‘It’s time we did something, we don’t want to patch up that old 
building any more, we must reach out to the town and community with a new vision’ are 
the sorts of comments I’ve received. More reflections as we go on.  

One of the most profound comments was from a church member who’s 
reading a book called An Altar in the World, by Barbara Brown Taylor. It 
has a chapter on the Bible story we were thinking about last week, 
Jacob’s ladder. The Amazon review says  
“While people will often go to extraordinary lengths in search of a 
'spiritual experience', she shows that the stuff of our everyday lives is a 
holy ground where we can encounter God at every turn. An Altar in the 
World reveals concrete ways to discover the sacred in such ordinary 
occurrences as hanging out the washing, doing the supermarket shop, 
feeding an animal, or losing our way.” The Church member told me it’s 

having a profound effect, and 
causing a lot of heart searching - living faith 
without a church building redefines the purpose 
of that building. I’m convinced that when we 
think and pray into new ways, the adventure of 
faith and personal transformation takes off, God 
does amazing new work in us, and the outcome 
is a new vision of ourselves and God’s Kingdom. 
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Harriet’s choice of first hymn this week has been influenced by her love of Formula 1 
racing - apparently the German Mercedes Team are up on the rostrum quite a bit, hence 
the music behind the hymn!      https://youtu.be/RTpaIi6Uhi4.  (It’s also in StF 748) 

1 Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 
he whose word cannot be broken 
formed thee for his own abode; 
on the Rock of Ages founded, 
what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

2 See the streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters, 
and all fear of want remove; 
who can faint while such a river 
ever flows their thirst t'assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
never fails from age to age. 

Thanks to the Alsager Camera 
club for photos of Alsager lights 
that will appear in these pages. 

As I looked up the Bible readings set for today, other than the 
gospel reading that is the subject of our worship online, I found 
two that resonated: 

3 Round each habitation hov'ring, 
see the cloud and fire appear 
for a glory and a cov'ring, 
showing that the Lord is near; 
thus deriving from their banner 
light by night and shade by day, 
safe they feed upon the manna 
which he gives them when they pray. 

4 Saviour, if of Zion's city 
I, through grace, a member am, 
let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in thy name; 
fading is the worldling's pleasure, 
all his boasted pomp and show; 
solid joys and lasting treasure 
none but Zion's children know. 

https://youtu.be/RTpaIi6Uhi4


If there’s one thing that constantly disappoints and annoys me, over nearly 40 years of 
being a Christian, and a lifetime in Church, it is our lack of God in the church! So often 
we speak about the church, who we are, what we do, what we should do, what we used 
to do ….. and we forget that actually the Church, is God’s people. Unless God is here, or 
we are aware of what God is doing, we might as well be a social club (and we’d make a 
pretty good one!). 

The prophet Ezekiel was active amongst a community of scattered people, exiled away 
from what was familiar, they were losing their way, losing their faith, and forgetting not 
only who they were, but whose they were. God promises to gather them again, search 
for them like a shepherd. I felt from the beginning of lockdown in March, that this time 
for us would be like that exile. A God given opportunity that would enable us to see 
ourselves as God sees us, look again at ourselves as God’s people, and redefine our 
purpose. Ezekiel speaks God’s promise to set up like a shepherd ‘his servant David’. Well 
King David had been dead a few hundred years by the time of Ezekiel, but the promise 
of God was to give again what David had given - hope, peace, unity, purpose, and 

Ezekiel 34 

11 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will 
search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. 12 As shepherds seek out their flocks 
when they are among their scattered sheep, 
so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue 
them from all the places to which they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their 
own land; and I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, 
and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 
14 I will feed them with good pasture, and 
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 
pasture; there they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich 
pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I will make them lie down, says the Lord 
God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring 
back the strayed, and I will bind up the 
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but 
the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will 
feed them with justice. 

23 I will set up over them one shepherd, my 
servant David, and he shall feed them: he 
shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
24 And I, the Lord, will be their God, and 
my servant David shall be prince among 
them; I, the Lord, have spoken.

Ephesians 1: 

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give 
thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 
come to know him, 18 so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19 and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of his power for us who believe, according 
to the working of his great power.



leadership to the people. That hope grew and developed until it focussed into a hope for 
God’s given Messiah - so when Jesus appeared and said ‘I am the good shepherd’, he was 
fulfilling that hope.  

Paul, writing to the Ephesians, is heartened by the people’s faith in the God that Jesus 
revealed. But he encourages them ‘with the eyes of their heart enlightened, that they 
may know what is the hope to which he has called them, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance among the saints’. 

In other words, Paul is pushing them to grasp what God is doing in and amongst them in 
their own experience. I firmly believe that it is the purpose of any Church to be seeking 
what this is for them. 

So what does it mean for us at Wesley Place to seek God’s will for us?  

I was heartened by the positive responses to last week’s message. When it comes to the 
building, some have said they are tired of it, fed up with putting sticking plasters on it, 
and patching it up with expense that could be better used. 

Which raises the question - what is the better use? 
What is our vision and understanding of what God 
wants us to be doing? 

Many have said reaching outwards, looking beyond 
ourselves and stop looking so inwards. (As I say, I 
think our social life and sense of fellowship at Wesley 
Place is one of our greatest assets, we just need to all 
turn round and point it outwards rather than 
inwards!). 

People say a new building should have a lot more 
glass because they want us to be a visible church, 
available and seen within and by the community.  

There’s some agreement on an eco friendly building, 
for a zero carbon building is in itself a mission and a 
witness. 

It’s also been said by most who’ve commented that we need a building fit for purpose, 
one that’s not a mill stone round our necks. And we should have the confidence to work 
out for ourselves what God is calling us to do and not let external ‘experts’ tell us what 
we need! 

Many have dear memories of our current building, but realise this is because of the 
people and life events that it housed, those memories will live on in our hearts, and new 
memories will be formed with a new building too. 

Everyone that’s commented so far says ‘Yes, we need a building’. A home, in which to 
meet, socialise, worship, and, most importantly - go out from! If we are to envision a 
new building, what’s our vision for that home? 



A Mission Church: 
The Circuit Leadership Team are asking the 
churches in Cheshire South to think what a Mission 
Church looks like - these are some of the 
characteristics from our experience and reading of 
the research: 
•Outward focussed - finely tuned on ‘the edges 
and beyond' 
•Deep pastoral care 
•Driven by the faith of the people, however frail 
that faith is 
• Passionate 

•  Generous financial giving, both to the church and outside causes 
•  Imagination/courage/Creativity 
•  A wide vision of ‘The Kingdom of God’ 
•  Community engagement 
•  Jesus - in other words who/where is God in our midst? 
•  Discipleship and learning 
•  Continuity of own worship (The Circuit Plan is not good for 

this!) 

My experience tells me that the best way of developing a new 
building is to talk to an architect the vision of the people that 
God is called them to. So, time to get praying and seeking His 
vision for us. 

Another of Harriet’s hymn choices this week is about praises throughout the whole 
world: Let all the World in Every Corner Sing (StF 57) https://youtu.be/PfXldoDnvq4 

Let all the world in every corner sing: 
my God and King! 
The heavens are not too high,  
his praise may thither fly; 
the earth is not too low,  
his praises there may grow. 
Let all the world in every corner sing:  
my God and King! 

Let all the world in every corner sing:  
my God and King! 
The church with psalms must shout,  
no door can keep them out; 
but, more than all, the heart  
must bear the longest part. 
Let all the world in every corner sing:  
my God and King!

We continue to remember in our 
prayers: 

Tony and Liz Hough. 

Margaret Peel gives thanks for 
the flowers and care since she’s 
been ill, and is still hoping for 
some treatment early in 
December. 

Sheila and Alan Walker 

Richard and Val Snowden 

It is my firm belief we need to stop talking about 
‘Going to Church’ and start talking instead about 
‘Coming from Church’. Think about the language 
we use - when we say ‘Come to church’, we are 
putting ourselves inside the church. When we say 
‘Come from Church’ we are locating ourselves 
outside - which is where we ARE the church! 

https://youtu.be/PfXldoDnvq4


Margaret Gibson is making Christmas Cakes and 
puddings, get your orders in now! 

What’s on offer is: 
2 x 8” round cakes - £20 
5 x 7” round cakes - £18 
6 x 6” round cakes £15 
1 x 5” round cake £12. 

10 x Christmas puddings at £3 

Cakes can come finished with mixed fruit, 
fondant, or royal icing - choose when you order.  

Please order from Hannah: 
littlehann_uk@hotmail.com 

07866640893

CHRISTMAS TOY APPEAL: 

Alsager Scouts are organising the toys 
and would appreciate donations of toys 
and games for babies up to older 
teenagers, gifts are given to children 
aged 13 and younger and toiletries are 
given to older teenagers. Donations can 
be dropped off at the Foodbank or 
Support Centre (Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Thursday mornings ) and will be passed 
to the Scouts.  

Ruth Hilton and  Dot Milner have also 
kindly volunteered to collect donations 
and can be contacted to arrange safe 
collection and delivery: 
Ruth - 07719628393.       
Dot - 07971729106 

FOOD-BANK  
Particular requirements this week are 
Jam, cereal, tinned fruit and veg, and 
UHT milk.  

Regular donations are also welcome - 
these can be placed in the Food bank 
collection points in Sainsbury’s and 
Asda. 

mailto:littlehann_uk@hotmail.com

