
Dear Friends, 

This would have been the weekend of Alsager’s Great Christmas Tree Festival and Lights 
turn on. The Porch of the church building will been decorated this weekend, do stop by 
and have a look if you’re out. A big thanks to Ned and Ruth for helping me. Under 
lockdown regulations it wasn’t possible to have any more folks helping. However, this 
year on the website there will be a digital version of the Christmas Tree Festival, AND 
new this year, an online Advent Calendar - open those website doors day by day and 

glimpse a 
little Wesley 
Place 
Treasure for 
advent. Tell 
your 
friends, 
neighbours  
and family - 
something a 
little 
exciting to 
look 
forward to 
every day! 

Also please 
see details 
at the end 
of this 
message for 
the 
Collection 

of Toys this year, As part of this Online Advent Calendar, there’s also an Extra Ordinary 
Story trail around the town - linked by QR code to the Church Website. 

Don’t forget to order Cakes or puddings from Margaret, and keep an eye 
on donations needed by the Food bank. 
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Advent Sunday - this little verse is 
the chorus of an Advent hymn in StF 
166, to the familiar tune ‘Christmas 
is coming the goose is getting fat 
(well nearly!) 

Christmas of coming!
The church is glad to sing
And let the advent candles

Brightly burn in a ring.

Harriet’s hymn suggestions for Advent include the two hymns I’ve chosen for our Youtube 
worship this week: StF 169 Come Thou Long Expected Jesus (not our usual tune...) 
https://youtu.be/JEEd0uWnDGs

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 

2. Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

3. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4. By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

https://youtu.be/JEEd0uWnDGs


For my message this week, I have been reflecting on Hope 
as a most appropriate word, here’s my message to the 
Circuit this week: 

If ever there was an advent word that fitted this year it’s 
HOPE! 

There’s no denying 2020 has been a rubbish year in many 
ways, there have been memes going round Facebook such 
as ‘I’m not adding a year to my age this year because it 
wasn’t used!’. It made me smile, it was clever, witty 
perhaps. It rings true with the wish that the year will soon 
be over and 2021 will be better. There’s a hope for a 
vaccine for Covid, and we seem to be getting closer to that 
reality. But as I outlined in my circuit letter last month, 
developing resilience is about facing difficulty head on 
learning, and growing in stature through such difficult 
paths. Getting them out of the way, wishing they weren’t 
there, even denying them is not the way of Christ. 

The hope is perhaps that the vaccine will enable ‘things to 
return to normal’. But they won’t return to anything, they 
will roll forwards. A tough and costly recession, Brexit reality, mopping up the tears and 
tidying up the debris will take a long time, we will be a slightly different society and a 
very different country. The biggest issue we still face is the climate emergency. 

The difference between ‘wish’ and ‘hope’ is significant. Whereas a wish is about ‘closing 
your eyes, blowing out the candles on the cake, and wishing really hard’, hope is a 
confidence and trust that God will fulfil his promises, and his purposes will be fulfilled.  

Hope is a good word: 

It’s Biblical - Jeremiah 29: 11 says “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” Words 
spoken by a weeping prophet to a people going through a national disaster, as he 
encouraged them to look to God. The reassurance comes from God that the nation could 
trust God and know His purposes. Wellbeing. Wholeness. Peace. Speaking of the saints, 
Paul wrote to the Colossians (Ch1, v27) “To them God chose to make known how great 
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” The hope that is within us is Christ. Historical. real. Tough. Ongoing. The 
writer to the Hebrews (Ch10, v23) said “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful.” Hope is something we do, but it’s based 
outside of ourselves in God. The stories, letters, poems, and literature of the Bible are 
full of this message of Hope which is fulfilled and focussed in Jesus Christ, who we know 
and follow. 

It’s Forward looking - the trouble with ‘wishing things will get back to normal’ is that we 
never do go backwards in life, we only ever go forwards. After the First World War the 
status of the British Aristocratic system reduced, and society was changed. After the 
Second world war the Welfare state was born as a nation decided that equality, care, 
and working together for each other’s good was to be the shape of our society, poverty 
should exclude no-one from care. As I look forward in the circuit I hope for mission and 



growth. I have no desire to return to chapels full of people sitting in straight rows afraid 
to ask questions or have their own opinions, instead I hope for creative gatherings of 
people excited by the faith they discover, the Jesus they get to know, and the difference 
they make to the communities they are part of. 

It’s Outward focussed. The emphasis of a wish is the person doing the wishing, the 
emphasis of Advent Hope is the God we know in Jesus. When I was a teenager, my 
prayers were my wishes, the things I wanted; as I have grown and learned, my prayers 
have become a bit more lined up with the things God has promised - through hardship, 
disappointment and fear, I pray for God’s presence, God’s wisdom, and the wellbeing of 
others. Through my ministry in this circuit I long for God’s will to be done as some 
chapels close, small chapels join with others, and chapels that apparently are ‘doing OK’ 
discover enthusiasm, new growth, and vision. I long for new preachers who will know 
what a pulpit is for but don’t need one to live out their message. I  hope for creative 
visionary technicians who can give time and energy to using social media for evangelism, 
musicians who remember that Wesley’s hymns were set to dance tunes, and that church 
music should always be popular as well as beautiful. Or are these the wishes of an old 
man? 

And my final reflection about our 
Advent Hope is that its about 
travelling rather than arriving. My 
parents used to tell me, on long car 
journeys to Welsh beach holidays that 
the journey was part of the holiday; 
spending it wishing ‘are we nearly 
there yet?’ was a waste of the journey. 
With my family we still often take 
those same roads through the same 
welsh mountain towns to the same 
remote holiday spot and I drink in that 
journey, the fields, the sheep, the 
mountains streams, the people, going 
about their business in those towns, 
the new bypasses that speed up the 
journey and the familiar picnic spots 
along the way. The journey is about 
the letting go of work, anticipating 
the beaches to come, slowing down 
and relaxing as we travel, being a 
traveller rather than going 
somewhere. The journey is about 
becoming myself again, discovering 
what makes me tick, reconnecting 
with closest family, trust re-creating 
ourselves. Hope is less about getting 
what we hope for, than living as 
hopeful people. Since sitting by my 
son’s bedside after two operations to 
remove a brain tumour, I have wished 
for the day when I can return him to 
his University town and leave him 

www.wesley-place.org.uk

If  the Christmas story was told 
today in 2020 in Alsager 

who might be in the story?

Scan here for our online Advent calendar.

Look for each Character Poster as they 
appear round Alsager throughout Advent. 

ordinary people...
ordinary place...

extraordinary story...

Look for these posters around the town over the 
next few weeks……



there! It hasn’t happened yet, but I have am being transformed by journeying with him 
through subsequent treatment, gradual healing, celebrating times of health and 
movements forward, while accepting the ‘new normal’ of what his life is about 
compared to what it was like before his diagnosis. The wish is the end of the journey of 
hope. 

Hope is the nature of the advent journey as we are people being transformed by living 
our hope in God who has promised to be always there, bringing justice, siding with the 
‘little ones’ and revealing a Kingdom which is a beautiful place to live.  

“Come Lord Jesus, Come” 

We continue to remember 
in our prayers: 

Tony and Liz Hough. 

Margaret Peel gives thanks 
for the flowers and care 
since she’s been ill, and is 
still hoping for some 
treatment early in 
December. 

Alan Walker is currently in a 
care home and Sheila has 
returned home. We 
continue to pray for them 
both 

Richard and Val Snowden 

We pray for Gwynneth 
Proudlove recovering from 
an op at home this week. 

We also pray for the Toy 
Collection and Food Banks, 
needed more than ever this 
year. 

FOOD-BANK  
Particular requirements this week 
are Jam, cereal, tinned fruit and 
veg, and UHT milk.  

Regular donations are also welcome 
- these can be placed in the Food 
bank collection points in Sainsbury’s 
and Asda. 

Ruth Hilton and  Dot Milner have also kindly volunteered to 
collect donations and can be contacted to arrange safe 
collection and delivery: 
Ruth - 07719628393.      Dot - 07971729106



Harriet suggests StF 177  

https://youtu.be/0cHmPHCljY8
(Play it loud!) 

1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand, thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 

2 Every eye shall now behold him, 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 

3 Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears; 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what rapture 
gaze we on those glorious scars. 

5 Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the pow'r and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own. 
O come quickly, O come quickly; 
alleluia! come, Lord, come.

Margaret Gibson is making Christmas Cakes and 
puddings, get your orders in now! 

What’s on offer is: 
2 x 8” round cakes - £20 
5 x 7” round cakes - £18 
6 x 6” round cakes £15 
1 x 5” round cake £12. 

10 x Christmas puddings at £3 

Cakes can come finished with mixed fruit, 
fondant, or royal icing - choose when you order.  

Please order from Hannah: 
littlehann_uk@hotmail.com 

07866640893

Any Church Organisations that want to send 
in photos of a decorated tree for the Online 
Christmas Tree Festival, please do so to 
Gordon Degg  g-bdegg@talktalk.net 

Also any photos of your own Nativisty Scenes 
at home, or that you have seen or visitied, 
please let Rob have them for possible use 
over the Christmas season. 

Next Week Details of Special Christmas 
Services, these will also be on the Advent 
Calendar by then. 

Including Christmas Day 9.30 am Zoom 
Morning Service and get together in Pyjamas 
and Dressing gowns!
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