
Dear Friends, 

Issue number 27, that’s over half a year now! This pandemic was never going to be 
sorted easily, and we are now showing signs of tension - people are tired, and fed up of 
being given apparently contradictory information, of being told what we can and can’t 
do. The virus hasn’t changed, we’re learning how to live with it while keeping society 
running. Let us continue to pray for our world, do what we can to bring peace and unity, 
and not forget to laugh! I hope some of my pickings from social media this week at least 
make you smile, (and maybe roll your eyes!) 
  
Harriet says this week - “I do love a big sing! those 
ones that give me goosebumps in church that make me 
realise we are all one body, that we really are part of 
something amazing, that’s the ‘big sings’. Maybe what 
we all need right now, is to feel like we are together 
and sharing in the glory of all that is good in the 
world. It’s so easy to only look at what is wrong or 
what we don’t like and forget that the world is 
charged with the grandeur of God (I stole that from 
Gerard Manley Hopkins) and nothing lifts the soul like 
a full Methodist congregation forgetting their 
differences and coming together, no matter what their 
musical ability, to really belt out those favourite 
hymns. That’s God at work for me. 

Having said all that, I’ll try and be a little more 
balanced this week. On with the hymns!” 
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Be still for the presence of the Lord  
The holy one is here. 
Come bow before him now  
With reverence and fear; 
In him no sin is found  
We stand on holy ground.  
Be still for the presence of the Lord  
The holy one is here. 

Be still for the power of the Lord  
Is moving in this place.  
He comes to cleanse and heal 
To minister his grace: 
No work to hard for him 
In faith receive from him. 
Be still for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place.  
 

The reading set for today  
is from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, Chapter 1: 

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the 
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 
and see you or am absent and hear 
about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side 
by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated 
by your opponents. For them this is 
evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 
29 For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ, 
but of suffering for him as well— 
30 since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have. 

Be still for the glory of the Lord  
Is shining all around. 
He burns with holy fire  
With splendour he is crowned: 
How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant king of light. 
Be still for the glory of the Lord  
Is shining all around. 

the world 
is charged  

with 
the grandeur  

of God. 

- Gerard Manley Hopkins

Be Still for the presence of the Lord 
https://youtu.be/Y5S_-zhHfDA

https://youtu.be/Y5S_-zhHfDA
https://youtu.be/Y5S_-zhHfDA


Paul says here that he’d be quite happy to go and be fully with Christ through death, but 
remains in Christ in the flesh because of his responsibility to mission, and caring for the 
congregations he has established. He struggles with his people.


There have been times these last few months when I have felt we are like the church 
underground, as the church has been in the past in communist countries, or Nazi 
Germany for example at times. In Paul’s time the church as beginning to be persecuted, 
and to be a christian was dangerous, people met in secret, learnt their faith behind 
closed doors, and had to be very careful what they said in public. 

What’s made me think we are like them is that we’re having to do to things differently. 
Below I outline what some of the issues about re-opening the church building are - and 

although other churches have done it, it is 
not easy, and we have our own 
responsibilities to bear at Wesley Place. 
Christian faith in Britain for decades has 
been so very easy - going to church might 
not be quite the accepted ‘thing to do’ 
that it was, even when I was growing up, 
but it remains easy, quite legal, and at 
worst, the public response is apathy 
rather than persecution. 

Someone once said ‘when the going gets 
tough, the tough get going’ and I think 
maybe those words might apply to us at 
the moment.  

Perhaps practicing our faith has been so 
easy because we simply ‘go to church’. 
Now, denied that opportunity for the time 
being, we have to be the church. The 
Methodist Church has been exploring a 
new way of thinking recently, and has 

come up with A Methodist Way of Life - basically a set of questions to be explored 
together in a  sense of mutual support and fellowship that enable us to work out our 
faith in daily living.  

Why not take some time and: 
• Imagine yourself in the time of St Paul, how might these 

statements be relevant to leaders like Paul, in prison for 
their faith? Or the readers of his letters, like the 
Philippians? 

• What do these words mean too you? Without the chance 
to go to church at the moment, how might these words 
affect your life, and the way you practice your faith? 

The Kingdom of God is 
generally midwifed by 

prophets.  
Who are the prophets doing 

this around us today?  
What are the prophets saying 

and doing?

The Conference digest should have come with this 
message this week. It contains a summary of everything 
from the Methodist Conference this last summer. Our 
own Ian White and Daniel Keen were rep’s to 
Conference; I’m sure they would happily explain more 
if you wanted to know!



 
1. In Christ alone  
my hope is found, 

He is my light,  
my strength, my song; 

This cornerstone,  
this solid ground, 

Firm through the fiercest 
drought and storm. 

What heights of love,  
what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, 
when strivings cease! 
My comforter, my all in 

all, 
Here  

in the love of Christ  
I stand. 

2. In Christ alone!  
Who took on flesh, 

Fullness of God  
in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and 
righteousness, 

Scorned by the ones He 
came to save: 

'Til on that cross  
as Jesus died, 

The wrath of God  
was satisfied 
For every sin  

on Him was laid; 
Here  

in the death of Christ  
I live. 

3.There in the ground  
His body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth  

in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands  
in victory, 

Sin's curse  
has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His  
and He is mine - 

Bought  
with the precious blood of Christ.

4. No guilt in life,  
no fear in death, 

This is the pow'r of Christ in me; 
From life's first cry  

to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow'r of hell,  
no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me  

from His hand; 
'Til He returns  

or calls me home, 
Here  

in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand! 



In our prayers this week we remember 
Judith Bell in her new home in Hampshire, 
she had a car accident this week and 
wasn’t hurt, but her car was very badly 
damaged. We pray that Judith may find 
peace and rest through all that she has to 
do. 

We also pray for Ruth Heeks, sadly she has 
had to move into a care Home and is very 
confused. May she know God’s surrounding 
love and peace. 

Are we thinking of re-opening the Wesley Place building? 

This question obviously continues to be asked. Can I ask you to prayerfully consider the 
following, and write or e-mail, or phone me up if you want to reply: 

• Why? What are the reasons for opening the building again, why now? or Why not? 

• Do any Biblical stories that come to mind to help us understand our situation and why/
how we should re-open? 

For worship: 

• What we can’t do - Sing together, sit and chat over coffee, stay for more than about 40 
minutes in worship, have Adventurers, children would have to remain with their 
parents throughout their time in the building. 

• What we must do - wear masks throughout the service, sit socially distanced from each 
other. 

• What we can do - listen, watch, pray. Communion is possible, but would be very 
different to usual. 

If we were to consider re-opening, would you be willing to regularly commit to a 
cleaning rota? Or to an extra amount of financial giving? There are many other 
considerations to following government and church guidelines - we have lost our church 
cleaners, and cleaners are expensive. 



Gordon Degg has written to remind us that stamps, postcards, crisp packets, inkjet 
cartridges etc are still wanted for recycling, please save them as usual. Gordon is also  
still collecting tools to help to provide  a living for people in Africa - just phone him on 
01270 872832 with any questions, or if you want him to collect.

A few more hymns suggested by Harriet, 
why not look them up in your hymn book, or 
on the internet links provided? 

Glorious things of Thee Are Spoken
https://youtu.be/yRYJXSISoWg

Jesus is the Name we Honour
https://youtu.be/Eirb05u4s3g

And as ever,

You Shall Go Out With Joy
https://youtu.be/unWnWSgoSt0

Now for a little extra - a choral one, a bit 
different to the one our choir sing!
https://youtu.be/nXduNT6QWBk

And another choir one 
https://youtu.be/UCik9Us_K2A
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