
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

This has been a week of looking both backwards and forwards. A time of both grieving and hope. 
Leading a funeral is, for me, a great privilege, I learn so much about a person, a human being, a 
person beloved by God, as well as usually treasured, and deeply loved by a family. Occasionally 
there are other and very mixed emotions, but I try and just listen to what people say about their 
most close relationships. The time of mourning a loss, letting go, and trying to hold memories and 
love while moving on in life is painful. If we are supported and loved and allowed to find our way 
through we can grow resilient as people. This is why Love and friendship are the greatest gifts we 
can share as God given gifts and callings. I was on a 
minister’s training day recently about the effects of 
trauma, and it was so important to be reminded that 
we all live through trauma, it affects us, and we find 
our way through. The friendship of a loving church 
around us as an extension of family is a great bless-
ing. I know ‘the church’ has caused much hurt and 
disappointment to many, but it is also a source of 
great blessing. 

The church is always within one generation of ex-
tinction, although like the dinosaurs it usually takes 
a few more generations than that! As we have lived 
through the trauma of a pandemic, we have found 
new ways to support one another, I hope we have 
mostly succeeded. Where we haven’t, I hope we can 
forgive, be gracious, and find ways of letting go of 
the hurts. If we need to talk about them, I encour-
age such talking, and am available if anyone wants 
to contact me in confidence. You may know some-
one else you’d rather ask to.  

So it is in looking forward that we take with us the 
greatest gifts, the experiences we have known, and 
prayerfully we seek God’s guidance. I have tried to 
reflect a lot and learn about Wesley Place’s history 
as a church during the pandemic, I’ve been catching up on the history I missed that was part of 
our 150th celebrations. It’s clear that friendship is one of the things Wesley Place has been ap-
preciated for. It’s also clear that we have a passion for justice, to make a difference in the com-
munity and wider world.  

Church Council this last week has made some very brave decisions looking forwards. Loosely under 
the banner, I have suggested, of ‘Making New Friends’ we have decided to say thank you and 
goodbye to all the existing committees, with deep appreciation to all who have served so faithfully 
and selflessly, and build a new structure of fulfilling our calling as a Church to worship, witness, 
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and serve. Some people can take this opportunity to retire, many, I hope will find new ways of 
serving and discover a refreshing change in church life. Also of course, it’s a time for some of us 
to do something we’ve never done before - scary but adventurous! We have decided to back a lot 
of youth work to the point of investing a significant financial sum to annual youth work. We are 
opening rooms and hearts as the Ark opens up again, as we plan an open youth club, as we open 
the church on Wednesdays not just for prayer and coffee, and a short midweek service, but also 
ongoing coffee, games, and maybe even soup lunches in the future. And we have decided to reg-
ister the church for same sex weddings now. This news has met with some appreciation already 
from the LGBTQI community within Alsager. I think this may be a historic first for the churches in 
the town! 

We are always celebrating lives lived and friendships known, and we have always to attend to the 
friendships we haven’t yet made or known. God has many blessings in store for us, bravely facing 
forwards and outwards we will begin to discover them. All because God first loved us, and all 
because in Jesus we have the greatest friendship our souls can know. 

I am most grateful to Sarah who has now taken one the editing of the message, and continually to 
those who distribute it every week. 

Godbless, 

Rob 

 

 

Sunday Time Worship 

17th October 10.30 am on site - 
to include Holy 
Communion 

Led by Rev Rob Hilton. This 
morning will also include the 
General Church Meeting. 

24th October 10.30 am on site Led by Rev Robin Fox 

31st October  10.30 am on site Led by Sue Tyson 

7th November 10.30 am on site Led by Rev Rob Hilton 

14th November 10.30 am on site Led by Rev Rob Hilton 

 
     " From the prayer group this week:      " 

Prayers for thankfulness and gratefulness to 
God today: 
- That the earth has revolved and there is 

another new day. 
- Families recovering from Covid and return-

ing to home and work 
- Positive Church Council meeting 
- New mission initiatives being planned 
- The decision to register to allow same sex 

marriages in the building 
- Effective medicines allowing singing again 
- Grandchildren getting school award 
 
Please pray for 
- Peter Morris who is currently in hospital 

and Christianne 
- Melanie in the hospice and Issy and Carol 
- Sheila Walker 
- Southside Presbyterian Church in Tucson 

Arizona caring for asylum seekers 
- New initiatives at Church 
- Alsager Food Bank 
- Action for Children coffee morning reo-

pening 
- Danni, Janet and Colin Mckies’ grand-

daughter who is ill in hospital 



 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Tree  
Festival. 
Can you please help with the fes-
tival as we are planning a Lilliput 
style model village. If you have 
anything suitable that we could 
borrow can you please contact 
Colin McKie on 01270882352 

All Are Welcome 
 
Let us build a house 
Where love can dwell 
And all can safely live 
A place where 
Saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive 
 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions 
Rock of faith and vault of grace 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions 
 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak 
And words are strong and true 
Where all God's children dare to seek 
To dream God's reign anew 
 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And a symbol of God's grace 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus 
 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
 
Let us build a house all are named, 
Their songs and visions heard 
And loved and treasured, 
Taught and claimed 
As words within the word 
 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
Prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
Let this house proclaim from fall to rafter 
 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 

 
Sing or pray along 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=js8RtT0m
Jpc 
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