
Dear Friends,

I do love writing this message every week, it 
has become the one constant in my week 
instead of church on a Sunday morning. It gives 
me time to review all my facebook friends and 
see what they’re up to, harvesting jokes, 
inspiration and wisdom to share with you, which 
makes me think of you, and hold you in my 
prayers as I write. Some of you will recognise 
the contributions - thank you!

Harriet’s says as she sends the hymns out to 
the choir this week: For those of you not in the 
choir, do think about joining us when we can 
return, we are quite friendly, and don’t sing 
anything intimidating!

First hymn for this week: StF 83 Praise my Soul 
the King of Heaven. Turn it up loud and sing it 
from your boots! 

https://youtu.be/-n_BPn5BxH4 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet your tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
evermore his praises sing. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King! 

2 Praise him for his grace and favour 
to his people in distress. 
Praise him, still the same as ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glorious in his faithfulness! 
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3 Fatherlike he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows. 
In his hand he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Widely yet his mercy flows! 

There have been 
some amazing 
photos of snow 
recently, and the 
wintry scenes taken 
by those able to go 
outside for exercise 
and fresh air. I hope 
their pictures and 
some of the prayers 
are inspirational. 
There are pictures 
from a friend of 
mine’s children in 
the snow, and a 
sunset from a friend 
in Sri Lanka, by 
contrast! I have to 
say, there’s a part of 
my heart still in 
Yorkshire, having lived 
there for 25 years of 
my life, met Ruth 
there and raising our 
children there, so 
please forgive the 
Yorkshire references. 

(When we travelled south 
from Yorkshire for many years, 
down the M6, I would often 
look out over the Cheshire 
countryside and think how 
lovely it must be to live there 
- now I know!) 

4 Angels, help us to adore him; 
you behold him face to face. 
Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace! 



How are you getting on reading Mark’s gospel? Nick 
Cutts is our preacher on Youtube this Sunday.  

Did you notice from last week’s readings with Hilda 
the wonderful references to sight, and seeing 
Jesus? As you read through the gospel you’ll notice 
the number of times when people recognise who 
Jesus is, he tells them to keep quiet, and often 
goes on to predict his forthcoming suffering in 
Jerusalem, and the cost of the cross. 

When Bartimaeus receives his sight, he sees Jesus 
ride into Jerusalem on the donkey, and go to the 
temple and throw out the money changers. The 
Messiah we see in Jesus is redefining what 
‘Messiah’ means. This is no ‘gentle Jesus meek and 
mild’! Even when he receives the children and 
blesses them and says ‘the Kingdom of God belongs 
to these’ (Mark 10: 13-16) Jesus is challenging 
those who would have children know their place, 
and radically redefining the way the  inclusive Love 

of God is understood.  

In Chapter 12, Jesus is in Jerusalem arguing and causing 
argument. In Chapter 12 his story of a vineyard owner 
who’s tenants beat up and kill the messengers he sends, 
including his ‘beloved son’ is almost an incitement against 
the Jews; he silences the Pharisees and Sadducees, the 
‘ministers’ and authority figures of the temple precincts 
with clever argument, and he praises very highly a poor 
woman who puts a very small amount in the collection 
plate.  

As you read these stories what do you make of them? 

Is Jesus being rude and disrespectful? 

Who’s side do you take? Are you supporting Jesus  and 
being watched by the authority figures, or are you 
supporting the people in authority and being looked at by 
Jesus?  

Knowing that the way ahead for Jesus is crucifixion, how do you feel about following him 
when he said “anyone who wants to be a follower of mine must renounce self, take up 
his cross, and follow me”? (8: 34) 

All these questions seem to me to have a contemporary ring to them especially having 
seen the American supporters of Donald Trump storm the Capitol building last week. 
People engaged in a movement with a clear leader, subverting the place of authority.  

The authority of Jesus comes from God, and he is challenging the authority of a human 
institution in our stories.  
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Which means we have to look at our world’s arguments, vaccine deniers, fake news 
pedlars, and ask, not whose side are we on, but where is God in this?  

As we follow the story of Jesus over the next few weeks we will find God is most 
definitely in Jesus Christ and his journey to the cross, the resurrection, and back into 
Galilee where he started. Self sacrifice, humiliation, and a quiet ongoing victory back to 
where he started, is the way he went. Declare and realise God’s Kingdom. 
 
Where in our world do we such humility, commitment to truth, justice, love, and a 
conviction that goes not to the seat of human power, but the human lives that are 
excluded and unserved by that 
human power? 

Harriet suggests we sing: 
Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 
(StF 495) 

https://youtu.be/o4KnlQwzl3Y 

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard 
beside the Syrian sea 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow thee. 

3 O Sabbath rest by Galilee, 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 

4 Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
 
5 Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm! 

Reminiscent of the beautifully illustrated book 
The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse.

https://youtu.be/o4KnlQwzl3Y


In our prayers this week we continue to 
pray for: 

Tony and Liz,  
Bernard and Carol, 
Sarah and Andy and the family all 
unwell at home, 
Alan Walker, and Sheila who is also now 
unwell and in hospital, 
Coral, 
Debbie, 
Joanne, 
Barbara. 
  
The families of Nancy Croissant and 
Pauline Hill whose funerals Rob will 
take this week. 

We especially give thanks for Nancy’s 
life of faith, adventure, and witness. 

Gordon Degg highlights for us a cause we may 
want to support. Despite Covid, Brexit, and the 

American President, the most important issue any 
of us face is the Climate Emergency:

Sign the petition 
https://actions.sumofus.org/a/bnp-paribas-stop-
bankrolling-deforestation/?
akid=84020.7134091.IHYEgA&rd=1&source=fwd&t=10 
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Meanwhile in Yorkshire: “Two 99s please young man”

Such a powerful little cartoon.


