


Dear Friends, 

It was with mixed feelings that we said goodbye to Judith Bell this week. As you can see, 
Helen and I, on behalf of the church, gave her a socially distanced planter to take with 
her. Judith is moving to the Southampton area, and will initially live with her son Tim 
and family, until she can find a new home for herself. We thank God for all that Judith 
and Colin meant to us while they lived in Alsager and worshipped at Wesley Place. We 
pray for Judith as she moves, that she will find a home to suit, and a new church and 
friends so that she may settle. Her son Chris stays in Alsager, and remains in our thoughts 
and prayers too. Judith, Chris and family, Tim and family, we ask God’s blessing upon 
you! 

Every week Harriet chooses 
some hymns to keep the choir 
singing! She always has this song 
on the list as a sign of hope. 
The passage from Isaiah that it 
comes from is the one of the 
readings set for this Sunday. It 

was from that time, 
so relevant for us 
at the moment, 
when the nation of 
Israel was thinking 
about returning 
from exile. 
Through the 
prophets like 
Isaiah, God was 
preparing them to 



be ready for what came next. And 
it wasn’t to be as simple as getting 
back to normal. Although in 
different circumstances, we can 
learn much from those prophets. 
Joy wasn’t just a happy singing of 
a fast song that was fun to sing, 
the reason they were to return 
from exile with joy was because 
they were to have heard God’s 
word as much as the ground had 
received the rain and enabled the 
crops to grow. The question for us 
has got to be - What is God’s word 
to us, what are God’s purposes, 
and do we hear them and respond 
accordingly? 

One of my Christmas presents last 
year was a subscription to BBC 
History Magazine, and I have loved 
the variety of material in it. There 
was a very interesting article 
recently about pandemics in the 
past, and the changes that have 
resulted from them in history.  

One of them struck me as having a 
particularly Biblical theme - people buried their dead, mourned for what they had lost, 
learnt as much as the science of their day allowed them to, and then, although 
economic activity gradually returned, there was always a renewed concern for justice. 
The poorest before the plague always suffered the most during the plague, and when 
people realised this they showed a renewed interest in relieving that poverty through 
whatever means were appropriate at the time. For example, one village after the 
middle ages collected for a house and a wage for an extra member of the clergy because 
it was recognised that Christian charity could be relied upon too bring comfort and care. 
That charity continued well into the twentieth century in various forms, ending it’s 
purposes as a school for local children. 

I think Harriet’s had some response to her hymns listed each week, as she says this week 
there was a call for more modern christian pop music - Hurrah! She has suggested the 
following: 

That’s How the God Lord Works 
https://youtu.be/rqPnDMBzM5k 

And all the people said amen 
https://youtu.be/T9ifzzMD7zk 

Our God is an awesome God 
https://youtu.be/aflHUpeBcUo 

Isaiah 55: 

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven, 
    and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11  
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12  
For you shall go out in joy, 
    and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall burst into song, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. 
13  
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
    for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

If you want the sung version of ‘You shall go 
out with joy’ that Harriet suggests you can 
find it here: 

        https://youtu.be/unWnWSgoSt0 

https://youtu.be/unWnWSgoSt0
https://youtu.be/unWnWSgoSt0
https://youtu.be/rqPnDMBzM5k
https://youtu.be/T9ifzzMD7zk
https://youtu.be/aflHUpeBcUo


I was reminded of this 
post on social media 
this week, as my 
children moan about 
the ineptitude of their 
father’s ability with 
technology, others tell 
me how clever I am and 
they couldn’t possibly 
do what I do. Such is 
the tension of being 
middle aged I suppose!  

If you’ve seen the 
Youtube service for this 
week, you’ll see that I 
think the climate 
emergency is one of 
the great issues of our 
day and age, God’s 
word is coming to the 
human race quite clearly - either we respond and cut carbon emissions and save the 
planet, or our lives will continue to be disrupted and coronavirus will be one of the least 

of our worries.  

I took this picture of a bee banner in the rain the 
day I went to hear Greta Thunberg in Bristol. It’s 
message is very simple, yet profoundly true. In 
next week’s Youtube service I intend to focus bit 
more on what we can do for the climate 
emergency. 

Meanwhile another great big issue remains the 
Black Lives Matter campaign. It so obviously is 

needed, as some things haven’t changed in 
the thirty or so years since I trained for 
ministry, and first came across my own 
racism in a racism awareness training course. 
The fact that black people still feel the 
question ‘where do you come from’ means 
something different when asked of them, 
than a white person, is just such a simple 
example.  

One of the ways those of us who are white 
can begin to understand the endemic racism 
in our midst is to realise something that’s 
there, that we collude with and replicate all 
the time, without realising we are doing it.  
The Methodist Church has published an 



Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion Toolkit, which is good training, from the section on 
Race we find this piece about White privilege. Most of us live with it all the time without 
realising it. Have a read and think how you just take your privileges for granted. If you 
don’t quite understand, if you’re a man, ask a woman what male privilege is, and if 
you’re a woman and you know a man who doesn’t understand male privilege, tell him!! 

One of the other readings set for this week is Romans 8: 1-11, just a few verses from 
that passage read as follows: 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set 
the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 



Harriet was reminded last week of the great favourite old hymn ‘And can it be’ a version 
of which, in big style can fe found here:  https://youtu.be/sQeIGbKqiw8 

The famous hymn is based, in many ways, on this passage. For St Paul, as for the 
Wesleys, ‘the flesh’ was the whole human way of being, the human condition, as it’s 
sometimes called. Freedom from it means freedom from racism, and any other sin of the 
human condition that we are susceptible to. The great and wonderful truth of what God 
has done in Christ, is to free us from it - so we can, with education and awareness be 
free. We are also, though ashamed of the racism and sin we find in ourselves, free from 
the guilt - we are obliged to live that freedom and challenge injustice wherever it is 
found, thus enabling that life of peace that St Paul spoke of. Corporately and 
collectively, this is called the Kingdom of God, ‘Thy Kingdom come’. 

1. Mine eyes have seen the glory  
of the coming of the Lord;  
he is trampling out the vintage  
where the grapes of wrath are stored;  
he hath loosed the fateful lightning  
of his terrible swift sword;  
his truth is marching on.  

Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
His truth is marching on.  

3. In the beauty of the lilies  
Christ was born across the sea,  
with a glory in his bosom  
that transfigures you and me;  
as he died to make men holy,  
let us live to make men free,  
while God is marching on.  

Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
While God is marching on. 

This hymn, like ‘we shall go out with joy’ is a hymn of faith and hope, it’s looking 
towards the future and it’s hope is for the transformation that Christ will ultimately 
bring. It’s what the verses in Romans were meaning too: ‘as he died to make men holy,  
let us live to make men free’. 

There is much to think about this week. Don’t forget to keep saving your envelopes, 
giving by direct means online, sending us a cheque, or asking Alison to come and fetch 
your cash. Don’t forget to let Harriet or myself have your choice of favourite hymns, we 
are gradually compiling the favourites list!  

2. He has sounded forth the trumpet that 
shall never call retreat;  
he is sifting out the hearts of men  
before his judgment seat;  
O be swift, my soul, to answer him;  
be jubilant, my feet!  
Our God is marching on.  

Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Our God is marching on.

To hear it big and join in, here’s the 
link: 
Mine Eyes have seen the Glory - Royal 
Albert Hall Big Sing 
https://youtu.be/maty13s_db4

https://youtu.be/sQeIGbKqiw8
https://youtu.be/maty13s_db4
https://youtu.be/maty13s_db4


And also, as an extra this week, we’re asking you to complete this form about what we 
are learning in lockdown. Church Council met last week, and realise there is much work 
to do before we can re-open the building. The first task is to understand how we are 
feeling, and this form is asking you to let myself and the church leadership know. Please 
spend some time prayerfully answering the 4 questions. Wesley Place is a church dear to 
our hearts, and putting into words what it means is sometimes hard. Members of Church 
Council spoke of how important it is that we continue to include everyone, especially of 
all ages. What we miss, what it’s time we let go of, what we really need to hold on to, 
are all questions that the Prophet Isaiah would have been familiar with as he asked the 
people to listen for God’s word, before promising they would go out with joy. 

This week as well as remembering Judith Bell as she moves, we hold Barbara Houghton 
in our prayers after a fall and hospital visit, her husband George and their son Jonathan 
and family, and I apologise to Cynthia Cartledge for getting your name wrong last week, 
oops, sorry Cynthia.  

THE SENILITY  PRAYER:  
 
God grant me the senility 
to forget the people  
I never liked anyway,  
the good fortune  
to run into the ones I do,  
and the eyesight to tell  

I love this, a 
rare picture of 
a mother vise-

grip feeding her 
baby wrenches. 
Nature, truly is 

amazing!!



The Methodist Church - Alsager Mission Area.  
Please return to a steward or the Minister. 

What are we learning in lockdown? What is God saying to us? 
What do we miss that we should now let go of - Let us grieve and move on

What have we lost that we must get back - Let’s remember why

What are we holding on to that we need? We must learn and grow

What is new that we are learning? We must adapt and change


