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Dear Friends, 
 
There’s always a tension in the Methodist Church because of the way we are structured. On the 
one hand each church or chapel likes to do its own thing, enjoy its own fellowship and doesn’t 
want to be told what to do by ‘them up there’. On the other hand, we are called a connexion 
because we are connected to each other, run by a national Conference, and organised into 
Circuits.  
 
On the one hand as a young person in MAYC, I enjoyed the District and National weekends of 
sleeping on church hall floors, worship ‘done big’ in the Royal Albert Hall, and knowing a few 
national names were interested in my local church and me. On the other hand as a minister for 
most of my adult life I have enjoyed churches much more than circuits, which, quite frankly, often 
seemed to ‘get in the way’ of what I and my churches wanted to be getting on with!  
 
It’s a tension I feel all the more keenly now I finally agreed to be a Superintendent (and with some 
enthusiasm eventually, I might add!). 
 
Our national Conference met online, under weird circumstances at the end of June, but the mood 
of the Conference was clear, having read something of the digest of the business. There is an 
ongoing need to make Mission and evangelism the priority; to be a church of good practice, 
inclusion, and diversity, to fight injustices such as racism, and be a part of the movement to save 
humanity from ourselves by disinvesting in fossil fuel production, and seeking ecological welfare at 
every level of our church life. Our young people want conversations to be about and include God, 
and there are plans to restructure trusteeship and the minimum size of a church, which will come 
to next year’s Conference. 
 
Some of these issues seem so big and maybe irrelevant to the simple question about when we 
can return to our building and get back to normal.  
 
I guess you might not be surprised to hear that its my Christian convictions that help me bridge the 
gaps. Conference’s call for inclusion and diversity seems to exactly echo the radical ministry of 
Jesus, the story of the father’s love for the prodigal son, and the way Jesus took the Samaritan 
woman so seriously. Similarly, the story of Jesus in the desert wilderness before his ministry 
began is a time of denial and preparation, just like the stories in the Old Testament about exile and 
exodus were times of great change, preparation, and learning. 
 
I think that this time of lockdown can be seen as a time God can use for us to reflect, learn, and be 
ready for a different future. Instead of a return to normal, we must remain faithful to God, and seek 
to live out our calling as His people. It remains essential that we ask therefore why we should be 
re-opening our buildings? We won’t be able to sing, serving refreshments will be problematic, and 
fellowship together will have to be done while social distancing - so the reasons why we look 
forward to public worship have to be thought through again from scratch. Then guidelines must be 
followed, and church councils bear their responsibilities seriously. Meanwhile, elderly people are 
learning to use technology, people are enjoying phone fellowship in new ways, and zoom is the 
new buzz word that nearly everyone can manage, though not all. At the same time there is 
loneliness, fear, and anxiety.  
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 The deepest Christian conviction Methodism has given me is that God’s love is revealed in Jesus, 

and it is this loving one another through these difficult times that remains our highest calling and 
greatest gift. 
 
Let each of us ponder our deeply held Christian faith and convictions, and speak from the heart 
openly, honestly, and humbly, as we look forward in faith, facing our fears, and bearing our 
responsibilities. 
 
Your Superintendent Minister and friend, 
 
God bless, 
Rob 

Welcomes and Goodbyes 
As previously advertised Rev. Gary Windon is departing the circuit this year.   
A farewell service will take place on 2nd August, 4pm, via Zoom. 
The service will also feature the recognition of Gifty Asamoah as a Local Preacher and also see a 
number of Local Preachers receive long service certificates.  The log in details for the service are 
below: 
The waiting room for the service will open at 3:40pm, please join before 4pm.  For phone 
participation please dial: 0131 460 1196, 0203 481 5237, or 0203 901 7895. Give the pass code - 
439604 - when prompted. 
Or for computers: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87026832185?pwd=NkZwbDcwdXp0bTRtVnkzMWRTYUFjdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 870 2683 2185 
Passcode: 439604 
 
After the service you are invited to make a cup of tea and join in conversation saying farewell to 
Gary. 
The welcome service for Rev. Robin Fox will be held on 6th September, 6:30pm, further details will 
follow in the September newsletter. 
 
Circuit Summer Holiday Club 
We are very excited to announce that we are still running our Summer Holiday Club. This is now 
taking place online however, via YouTube and Zoom.  
This will be taking place from August 17th-21st at 10am-12pm each day.  
This is being run as a whole Circuit for the first time and there will be a number of people involved. 
This is a free event but you must book on in advance. As soon as you book on you will be given a 
YouTube link, Zoom call invitation and then a craft pack.  
Please contact children-family@stpeters-elworth.org.uk or call 01270 762213 to book on.  
A copy of the registration form is also available from the circuit website. 
 
Wind and Waves 
A number of childrens activities are taking place via Zoom throughout August from Broomhall and 
Sound Methodist Church.  Activities include Bedtime Stories, Coffee and Cuddles and Lego 
Church.  For more information see the poster on the circuit website or contact kathryn-
davies@hotmail.co.uk 
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 Worship Currently Available 

There are lots of different ways of accessing worship at the moment even though our buildings 
remain closed.  These are detailed below and an up to date list is available from the circuit 
website, along with any links needed for the below. 
Alsager – Weekly service available via YouTube and weekly written message. 
Nantwich – Weekly newsletter and service sheet available via email and website. 
Sandbach – 30 minute service available on Soundcloud as well as fortnightly services on a 
Sunday morning via Zoom. 
Further details and the relevant links for all the above are available at: www.cheshiresouth.org.uk  
 
Fundraising 
The Circuit website has been updated to include a Fundraising page.  This contains links to All 
We Can, MHA and Action For Children to enable you to donate to these charities during this time.  
If you wish to give all you have to do is visit the fundraising page and click on the link next to the 
charity you wish to donate to, JustGiving take care of the rest.  At this time of year we would 
normally be holding collections for these charities which we are not now able to do so please 
consider making a donation to help those in need both in this country and further afield.  
Charities are one of the worst hit sectors in the pandemic as they have received no government 
help.   
You can donate anonymously or leave your details.  
 
Please also keep giving your collection to your church.  Each church has its own different 
systems in place so please contact your church representative to find out how.  Even putting 
aside your collection each week so that you can give it when the church reopens will make a big 
difference.  Even though church buildings are closed the church still has a large amount of costs. 
 
Our Website has been cleared of all Calendar events for the time being:  however posters are 
being added if they contain helpful information about available assistance in the current situation. 
 
Daniel Keen  
Circuit Administrator 
 

 
 
 
 

New Posters on the Website: 
 http://www.cheshiresouth.org.uk/  

CLICK ON PUBLICATIONS –  
Circuit Holiday Club 

Wind and Waves information 
 

Please forward information to be put into the next Circuit Newsletter to 
1108info.cheshiresouth@gmail.com or phone 07745 235253 by Wednesday 26th 

August – Thank you 


