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Dear Friends, 
Greetings from our locked down home to yours! We remain very much in lockdown 
awaiting a small operation for our son in the next few weeks. It’s an operation we weren’t 
sure whether it would happen, it’s good news that he can have it, and it’s something we 
have waited 14 months for, and we won’t know whether it will have been successful or not 
for another few months. 

Waiting is so often what life can be about at times. 

I am conscious of more forms of waiting that have been going on: 

Firstly, in the christian story we remember throughout the year, we have been between 
Ascension and Pentecost, a time of waiting for those first christians as they were finally 
deprived of the physical presence of Jesus, and awaiting his new form of presence in the 
Holy Spirit. They waited and they prayed. 

Secondly ‘Wesley Day’, 24th May, just gone, is the day remembered by Methodists as the 
date of John Wesley’s conversion, he had long been awaiting the assurance of God 
regarding the state of his own salvation, ever since he had gone as a Missionary to 
convert ‘the Indians’ (I think he meant native Americans), and asked himself ‘Oh who will 
convert me’. He was waiting and praying. 

Thirdly we await the end of lockdown. When can we go back to our churches and return to 
normal. Meanwhile we wait, and at home, in different ways, we pray. 

We’re getting used to that well worn phrase ‘new normal’, in so many ways things will 
never be the same again. Many of you will know this in your own experience or that of 
someone you have known, loved, or lost. Those first christians got used to the Holy Spirit 
as the spirit of Jesus yes, but something else, something more, and when they had to 
agree to mission outside the Jewish faith, and recognise God was working in the lives of 
Gentiles, they really had to get used to a new understanding of what this loving outgoing 
God was about. Similarly, we will not return to normal in church life. 

Waiting affects you, I remember reading through the play ‘Waiting for Godot’ with some 
friends, one of whom was a Drama graduate. As we read the play, reading one line straight 
after another, our friend said ‘No, wait, there’s a gap’. It’s a brilliant play about waiting - 
time ticks by, nothing happens, then nothing happens again! The future seems to go 
unreachably further ahead of us. Yet in the very act of waiting for it, we are, like the 
butterfly pupa affected, changed, formed, and maybe radically transformed by the waiting. 

John Wesley was set on fire when his heart was strangely warmed and he found his 
blessed assurance, he set off round the country unstoppably preaching the gospel of 
God’s love, his brother wrote hymns by the thousand, putting their experience of God into 
poetry and song so that Methodism had a folk music pulse throbbing through its mission. 

I also write in the midst of the national prayer initiative ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ which, by its 
very title, causes us to stop and wait. To pray ‘Thy Kingdom come’ is to let go of our 
busyness and business, and wait for God’s business to appear. Many of us who are 
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reflecting on these lockdown days are finding that waiting with a silent God is all we can 
do. Rushing to get back to normal is a denial of the new thing that God may be doing. 

There will be plans for reopening church buildings with social distancing and cleaning, but 
unless we wait to see what God is saying at this time, we may miss an opportunity for 
God’s Kingdom to come in a way God desires. 

It is more important in these days to ask where God is in these strange times. 

It is more important to seek out what God is doing. 

And it’s of the utmost importance that we listen for what God is saying. Even if, as on the 
first sabbath, God is silent. 

‘Thy Kingdom come’ is a prayer, it is a prayer of alertness, of being awake, and of waiting 
on God. While waiting, we discern afresh who God is, what God says, and what our lives 
as part of God’s purposes and meaning might be. 

Wait, and pray. 

That’s what the 12 disciples did before they became apostles. It’s what the Wesley 
brothers did before the Methodist movement took off. 

It goes against the grain, it goes against what we want. But I believe it’s the greatest need 
for Christians in these days. 

Wait, and pray. 

Godbless, 
Rob. 

Rev Rob Hilton, 
Superintendent Minister. 
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Elizabeth (Crewe Lay Worker) and Jonny (Alsager Lay Worker) are working together online and 
have started a new YouTube channel called 'The Big Story'. This channel has something at least 
once a week and will include some activities and a story. Please subscribe to the channel and if 
you have any questions, thoughts or queries, then get in touch with Jonny: 
jonathannewbould@aol.com  

Wesley Place, Alsager, have started recording weekly acts of worship which can be viewed on 
their website: http://www.wesley-place.org.uk 

There are some helpful ‘How To’ guides on the circuit website for using Zoom and Skype.  They were 
prepared by Jonny.  Please use them to help you familiarise yourself with these technologies to help keep in 
touch with friends and family.   

FUNDRAISING 
The Circuit website has been updated to include a Fundraising page.  This contains links to All We Can, 
MHA and Action For Children to enable you to donate to these charities during this time.  If you wish to 
give all you have to do is visit the fundraising page and click on the link next to the charity you wish to 
donate to, JustGiving take care of the rest.  At this time of year we would normally be holding collections 
for these charities which we are not now able to do so please consider making a donation to help those in 
need both in this country and further afield.  Charities are one of the worst hit sectors in the pandemic as 
they have received no government help.   
You can donate anonymously or leave your details.  

Please also keep giving your collection to your church.  Each church has its own different systems in place 
so please contact your church representative to find out how.  Even putting aside your collection each week 
so that you can give it when the church reopens will make a big difference.  Even though church buildings 
are closed the church still has a large amount of costs. 

Our Website has been cleared of all Calendar events for the time being:  however posters are 
being added if they contain helpful information about available assistance in the current situation. 

Daniel Keen  
Circuit Administrator 

New Posters on the Website: 
 http://www.cheshiresouth.org.uk/  

CLICK ON PUBLICATIONS - Information posters only 

Please forward information to be put into the next Circuit Newsletter to 
1108info.cheshiresouth@gmail.com or phone 07745 235253 by Wednesday 24th June 

– Thank you
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